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PREFACE. 


b 7 ogg in any ſcience depend upon cloſe, dili- 
1 gent, impartial enquiry. This is the Lo way to ob- 
_ tain juſt knowledge. Tis thro? the neglect of it that ſo much 


E falſehood and ſuperſtition prevail in the world; 
Or 


nothing has been leſs cultivated than the knowledge of EY 


religion. Attempts to make improvements in. this knows» 
ledge, inſtead of being gratefully received, have — 
met with moſt unreaſonable and cruel oppoſition. 


It has been a very common thing, in the chriſtian world, 
to cenſure and condemn perſons for not believing enough; but 


little or no notice has been taken of the other extreme, be- © 
lieving too much, There bas been a violent cry againſt Hereſy; 
but men have ſeldom been warned againſt Credulity, implicit, 


Faith, andadmitting principles without reaſon and evidence. The 


latter however has been greatly prejudicial to real religion, 


Surely thoſe cannot be innocent who, for want of care to 
examine, ſuffer themſelves to be led into ſentiments ruinous 
to rational piety. deſtructive of moral virtue, ſubverſive of 
the very end of our bleſſed Saviour's doctrine, life, and death. 
Ignorance iv regard to the eflence of religion, the real 

ples and rational grounds of the chriſtian faith, in this land 
of liberty, muſt be highly criminal and incxcuſable. 


It r mankind, in all ages, to re- 
ceive religious doctrines implicitly, without properly uſing 
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their own underſtandings ; - * adhering to whatever wer Y 
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bare taught, and indolently falling in with what moſt prevails; 
2W ere it to bę enquired bf moſt Proteſtants why do you be- 
eve The decirmhe 9 

anſwer but ſuch as the Papiſt would make, if aſked why do 
Jou believe the dadtrine 


ing impoſition has there been upon the ignorance, weakneſs, 


f. the Trinity? we. ſhould receive no other 
Tranſubſtautiatim? What ſhock- 


and credulity of mankind! for, notwithſtanding the reforma- 


tion, many errors ſtill remain; and, which is worſe, the very 


ſpirit and genius of Popery is retained by multitudes. Hu- 
man IJpthoriff,,implifit faith, charges” of hereſy, copdem- 
ning ſuch as differ from them, and many things of the 
like nature are utterly inconſiſtent with true Proteſtantiſm. 
"Tis not poſſible that ſhould be true which is contrary to 
Seaſon ; 'yor-ought.any thing to be admitted which is incon- 
ident with the divine pexfections. Some ſeęem to think it to 
de of the utmoſt conſequence, even neceſſary to ſalvation, 
to underſtand the facred ſcriptures as they themſelves do; 
but is nat this to ſet up their opinions as the ſtandard for all 
chriſtiand ? Everyman has a right to judge for himſelf, but 
ot ta: preſoribe to others. Tis raſh and cenforious to condemn 
thoſe who cannot fee. things in the fame light that we do. . Is 
it not poſſible that ſuch as differ from us may be as ſincere 
25 ourſelves ; and cartajnly therefore as acceptable to an im- 


por tial and righteous God? It muſt be wrong to confine the 


divine; lavour to any patticular way of thinking. This is lay- 
ing tod great ſtreſs upon a ſet of opinions. All we are able 
to do, in forming our religious principles, is to make the 


> beſt uſe in our power af reaſon and ſcripture; and if we do 
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this with an upright mind, a fincere-defire to know and do 
the will of God, we need be under no uneaſineſs as to our 
opinions. : All important, neceſſary truth is plain; and where 
myſtery begins religian endt. No perſon will be condemned 
for not believing What appears to him groundleſs and unrea- 
ſonable; nor can an one be under an obligation to receiye 
any dactrine as à ſcripture doctrine, till he ſees that it is 
taught there; but have not many doctrines long prevaile 
among chriſtians, which have no other foundation than 
ſages of ſcripture miſunderſtood, and miſapplyed ? An ori- 
ginal corruption of nature many think is not taught in any 
Part of the Bible. To affirm that men are corrupt and fin- 
Fol by the very conſtitution of their nature, or, by therr ar. 


ginal 


"> tid IS dl 


* s 
= 
ES. 


( =— x * * — 


rer Wy... 
ginal frame diſpoſed ta all evil,- and averſe tu all gead, is to af- 
firm, that God makes them ſo; ſor is not he. the former bf 
our bodies and the father of our ſpirits ? And is it not ſaid, 
that God made man upright? And after his own image] Ec- 
cleſiaſtes, vii. 29. Which is faid not of Adam only, but of 
mankind in general: TNHR V have /ought out many inventions. 
Does not the doctrine of the Trinity perplex mem with re- 
ſpe to the very object of their homage ! Ont God over all, 
is a principle of the utmoſt importance. The idea of one Cod, 
the maker and governor of the whole univerſe, is the foun- 
dation of true religion. The divine unity is the obvious dic- 
tate of reaſon; it is alſo expreſsly and earneſty inculcated 
both in the old and new Teſtament. Can there be more ſu- 
preme beings than one? As to the perſon of our bleſſed Savi- 
our, ſhould we not be fatisfied with St. Peter's plain declard- 
tion that he was a man approved of God, by miracler, Jams 
and wonders, which God did by him. Acts, ii. 22. Surely it 
cannot be right to aſſert, that there is any other being equal 
to the great, eternal, Supreme, the one living and true God. 


The Apoſtles, ſenſible of the deſtructive, fatal conſe- 
quences of corrupting the chriſtian doctrine, exerted them- 
{elves to the utmoſt, by moſt ſolemn, faithſul 12 pa- 
thetick and earneſt exhortations, to prevent it; repreſenting 
the guilt of perver ting, changing, or adding to the goſpel, 
as aggravated beyond expreſſion, and. charging chriſtians, as 
they valued the truth of God, as they would maintain their 
fidelity to Chriſt; ſecure” approbation at the day of judg- 
ment, and life eternal, to be upon their guard; and not 
ſuffer themſelves to be deceived and im upon. Now 
what the Apoſtles were fo ardently deſirous to have prevent- 
ed, were' they to return to the carth, they would be equally 
zealous to remove. 


The my ftery of iniguity began to work early, but was a 
conſiderable time before it grew to the enormous maſs of 
popery ; and'as the corruption of the chriſtian religion was 
gradual, *twas reaſonable to expect that it's reftoration would 
be ſo too, and that light would break in by.degrees. At 
the reformation the groſſeſt errors and the worſt ſuperſtitions” 
were diſcarded; ſo much was then done, that it muſt be 


owing 
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owing to criminal negligence that more has not been done 
ſince: A glorious example was ſet ; pity it has not been bet- 
ter followed. | . 


It is, however, well known to the learned, that much of 


the doctrinal ſyſtem, which had been eſtabliſhed in the days 


of darkneſs, ignorance, ſpiritual tyranny and implicit faith 
was retained by the firſt Reformers; and alas! prevails to 
this very day. It has always been, and it yet too much the 
caſe of mankind, that the prophets propbecy falfly, and the 
Prieſts bear rule by their means, and the people love to have 
it /. Jeremiah, v. 31. But this is moſt egregious folly ! 
What infatuation ! to believe lies, and truft to broken reeds! 
True religion does not conſiſt in opinions, rites, or ceremonies, 
but in a good heart and holy life. Miſtakes in judgement 
will not hinder the acceptance of thoſe whoſe hearts are right 
with God ; and it ill becomes chriſtians to condemn one ano- 


ther on account of different opinions. All who ſincerely 


mean the truth, and uſe their beſt endeavours to find it, wh&- 


ther they diſcern more or leſs, will be accepted. 


The ſpirit of candour, love, and charity would prevent 
every diſagrecable conſequence from various ways of think - 
ing; and that, I am ſure, is a ſpirit warmly recommended by 
St. Paul. Rom. 14. 


Truth is unchaugeable; the condition of divine favour 
a fixed, unalterable thing. Perſons may as well attempt to 
extinguiſh the ſun with a ſpunge, or -plyck the ſtars from 
the firmament, as think of recommending themſelves to a 


righteous God, by any thing but real virtue of heart and life. 


Every ſpecies. of religion which does not lay the main 


ſtreſs upon moral excellence, or goodneſs of heart and life, 


is falſe religion; and that which excludes and contemns vir- 
tue is worſe than atheiſm. What can the righteous Lord 
love, but righteauſneſs? What can the great independent 
deity require of man but to de juſtice, love mercy and wall 
humbly before him? Micah, vi. 8. Can his law and govern- 
ment have any end but the perfection and happineſs of his 


creatures? | | 
W Religion 
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Religion ought to be conſidered and treated as a thing 
entirely perſonal, as every man's own proper concern, the 
privilege of his nature, the reſult of his own reaſon and 
choice; concerning which he is accountable to God only ; 
a right which it is impious to hinder or infringe upon: All 
authoritative interference, all force or compulſion here, is a 
preſumptuous, inſolent attempt to rob men of their birth- 
right, liberty; and indeed, tamely to ſubmit to fuch uſur- 
pation is to betray human nature and deſert the great inte- 
reſt bf the whole race of mankind, _ 


One important end of life, is to bear witneſs of the Truth: 
A juſt repreſentation of the doctrine of Chriſt would cut 
down all ſpiritual tyranny, put an end to all fierce conten- 


tions, diſpel the groveling, debaſing ſentiments of ſuperſti- 


tion, introduce univerſal harmony and love, and greatly pro- 
mote true piety and ſubſtantial virtue; and ſuch as perceive 
the falſhood and evil tendency. of any principles, that- have 
been received for Chriſtian doctrines, would do. well to bear 
a ſteady, free and open teſtimony againſt them; nor can 
any thing but impoſture take offence at ſuch conduct. A 
greater ſervice cannot be rendered to the important cauſe of 
truth and virtue, than by ſeperating chriſtianity from the ab- 
ſurdities and ſuperſtitions which weak and ignorant, or wick- 
ed and deſigning men, have mixed with it. All objections 
would then vaniſh, and it would fatisfy the reaſon of all at- 
tentive, well-diſpoſed perſons, 


In theſe days of freedom, the Divine Providence affords the 
opportunity for doing this juſtice to the Goſpel; and it muſt 
be highly agreeable to ſuch as ſincerely wiſh well to the glo- 
rious cauſe of truth and liberty, rational religion, and genu- 
ine chriſtianity, that the opportunity is not altogether neg- 
lected. The noble attempt is made. The learned friends 
of mankind are exerting themſelves to this important pur- 
poſe; and though they may be treated with obloquy, have 
their characters aſpers d, and their endeavours counteracted 
by the raſh, ignorant, uncharitable ſons of bigottry and blind 
zeal, or the devotees of pride, ambition, and worldly policy, 
poſterity will diſcern the importance of what they have done, 
reap the benefit of it, and bleſs their memories. May they 

ſteadily 
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ſteadily go on and proſper; not ceaſing to exert their 
abilities in this glorious ſervice ; till that heap of rubbiſh, 
under” which chriſtian truth has been fo long buried, be en 
tirely cleared away, and the precious jewel ſhew itlelf be- 
fore the eyes of mankind in all it's native brilliance and 
ſplendor. : 


Such, in a conſiderable degree, was the reforming ſpirit of 
the late learned and worthy Mr. Thomas Dixon, from whoſe 
manuſcript the following obſervations upon ſeveral very re- 
markable paſſages of ſcripture have been extracted. They 
won'd, no doubt, have appear'd to greater advantage, if the 
ingenious author had intended them for publication, 


However, they may in their preſent form be read by can- 


did perſons with pleaſure and benefit. Whether they con- 
vince or not, they may have one general good effect, even ta 
excite a ſpirit of thoughtfulneſs and enquiry, which is of 

eat ſervice to the cauſe of truth; ſuch as deſire fuller in- 
| cc upon the ſame points may conſult Mr. Farmer, 
and Dr, Lardner, That they may conduce ſomething to- 
wards the prevalence of juſt ſentiments and virtuous practice 


is the hearty wiſh of * 
I e JOHN SEDDON. 
Mancheſter, Jan. 2, 1766. , 
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A Paraphraſe with Obſervations" on thi 


Account of CartsT's Terpfatzen 
in he Witdernels, , 


Sf, Mathew! Chapter i iv. from the 1ſt, t the 
ee 


3 THEN was Jeſus led up of the Spixit i 


to the Wilderneſs, to be tempted of the Devil. 


2. And when he had faſted forty Days and for · 

ty Nights, he was aftet wards an hungered. 3 
And when the tempter came to him, he ſaid: 
If thou be the ſon of God, command that 
thefs gtoges be made bread. 4. But he an- 
ſwered, and. ſaid, It is written, man ſhall not 
live; by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 5. Then 
the Devil taketh him up into the holy city, and 
ſetteth him on a pinnacle of the Temple. 61 
And faith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, 
caſt "thyſelf down: For it is written, He ſhall 
ka bis Angels charge concerning thee, and in 
Elr Ln *** all dent 1 uP, leſt at any 
time 


Ee? #8 , 


time thou daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone. 7. 
Jeſus ſaid unto him, It is written again, thou 
ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 8. Again 
the Devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, and ſheweth him all the kingdoms. 
of the world and the glory of the: 9. And 
ſaith unto him, all theſe things will I give thee, 
if thou wilt fall down and worſhip me. 10. 
Then faith Jeſus unto him, get thee hence, Sa- 
tan: For it is written, thou ſhale worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. 
11. Then the Devil leaveth him, and behold 
* came and miniſtred unto bim. 


TE will here he neceſſary, by way of introduction, to ſay 
ſomething concerning the Devil, and the power which he 
is too generally ſuppoſed to have, to tempr, perſuade, or ſe- 
duce us to ſin. This is a notion concerning which, out of 
deference to the common opinions of mankind, one would 
not expreſs himſelf too poſitively: Yet it is not what I am at 
all inclined'to believe, neither can I ſay any thing in defence 
of it. I ſhall therefore propoſe a figurative or allegorical 
interpretation of our Lord's temptation; that the Devil was 
not at all concerned in it, but that ſuch thoughts, in the 
- courſe of | his meditations aroſe in our, Lord's mind, as 
would naturally have ariſen in the mind of any man in the 
fame or like circumſtances, in which our Lord then was; 
but as theſe thoughts; if purſued, would in their conſequence 
have been evil and wicked, they are metaphorically, or figu- 
ratively, repreſented, as though they were the ſuggeſtions 
of the Devil or Satan, the Being to whom all evil qualities 
are aſcribed. Men generally imbibe wrong notions in their 
childhood, and perhaps through their whole lives ſcarce 
hear them contradifted ; nay, fo firmly are they perſuaded 

of 
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of cheir "truth, | without examining their foundation, that 
they will not bear to hear any thing objected againſt them; 
and it muſt be owned that men's prejudices deſerve rather 
our pity than our anger or diſpleaſure. Though there- 
fore not one who hears me, ſhould, by what I ſhall offer, fall 
in with my judgment, or eſteem my explication right, yet I 
think 1 may juſtly expect to hare it allowed, to lay the leaſt, 
that it is not without plauſible Arguments, eſpecially when 
the following thiags are ſeriouſly conſidered ; which I pro- 
poſe not largely to handle, but with all poſlible brevity. 


1ſt. Then, we are very frail beings by our very make and 
coa ſtitution. Our animal paſſions and bodily appetites ex- 
poſe us to innumerable trials and temptations ; we are every 
moment ſurrounded with temptations to intemperate and im- 
pure exceſſes ; avarice and ambition continually preſent them. 
ſelves; the occaſions of envy,'. malice, and hatred, are 
ever before us; and, without the utmolt vigilance and cir- 
cumſpection, we are continually expoſed to the danger of be- 
ing overcome by one or other of theſe temptations. Fre- 
quent meditation upon our danger, and the ſtrongeſt reſolu- 
tions to preſerve our innocence, are not more than ſufficient 
to keep us in ſafety. No can it be ſuppoſed, that the kind, 
the merciful God, the Father of mankind, the Juſt, the 
righteous, the Moral Governor of the world, does not think 
Theſe temptations ſufficient for us, but that he muſt more- 
over let looſe the Devil; fo powerful, fo ſabtle, fo malicious, | 
To wicked a Being as he is thought to be! What a deſperate 
chance muſt we ſtand againſt ſuch an adverſary ! Such ſup- 
Politions as theſe, one would, think, ſhould be far from all 
Ober, and feriouſly-conſiderate perſons, 


Ad. God, by his Prophet declares, (with a direct deſign, 


to oppoſe thoſe, who hold two pritciples, one infinitety good 
and the other infinitely evil) * 7am the Lord, and there it nene 
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elſe, I form the light, and create darkneſs, 1 make peace, 
and create cuil, I the LORD ds all theſe things. None of 
the evils or calamities of human life are owing to the Devi, 
or any other evil ſpiritual being; but they are brought about 
by the providence of God himſelf, to teach mankind repen- 
tance and reformation. . God alone bringeth down to the 
grave, and dringeth up; and in this ſenſe it is, that there is 
no evil in 2 city, and the Lord hath not done it. God, by 
the Prophet Iſaiah, ſeverely threatens thoſe who aſcribed 

any « calamities to any inviſible wicked beings. 


3d. In. ſcripture the children of the Devil may very 
juſtly be underſtood, not of thole who are tempted or inſti- 
gated by him, .bnt of thoſe, who imitate him in his wicked- 
neſs... Thoſe who imitate the faith and obedience of Abra- 
ham are called his children, tho' they are not naturally de- 
ſcendants. And in the Jewiſh language, it is common to 
call a man the fon either of a perſon or thing which he re- 
ſembles; ſo a man in diſtreſs, is the ſon of afflition ; one of 
2 mild diſpoſition, is a ſon of peace; and he who is bold and 
courageous, is a ſon of thunder; ſo an envious, contentious 
man, may be called a ſon of the Devil, or in St. James's ſtile, a 
deviliſn perſon, though the Devil does not tempt or ſn 
him to een | | 


. There ſcems to be a neceſſ ity of interpreting many 
things concerning the Devil, figuratively, if we would not 
aſſert the moſt abſurd. and ridiculous things. Every one 
who is acquainted either with human or divine learn 
knows, that the moſt beautiful parts of it conſiſt in figu 
rative, bold, hyperbolical deſcriptions. Nay, nothing 
more uſual or ornamental in all kinds of poetry, than £ 
repreſent good or evil qualities, virtues, . or vices, under the 
characters of perlons : Thus in the heathen poetry, the mu- 
ſes, the graces, and faries, faith, fortune, &c. haye been 
repreſented, as real perſons In like manner St. Paul has in 
proſe, with great elegance, introduced ſin and death, as — 
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chey were _ perſons ; - from whence our PINE Poet Mil- 
ton, took one of his univerſally-admired epitodes. Hence, 

as the Scriptures were wrote in the bold, figurative, Eaſtern 
manager, when the literal ſenſe of a paſſage is abſurd, recout ſe 
may juſtly be had to a hgurative interpretation. This is what 
proteſtants univerſally allow, in arguing. againſt the church 
of Rome, and particularly againſt tranſubſtantiation ; for we 
lay, our Lord's words, This is my body, and this cup is the 
New Teſtament in my blood, are to be underſtood figuratively, 
and not literally, leſt abſurdity and contradiction ſhould fol- 
low from the literal ſenſe. In like manner, when + Satan is 
ſaid to preſeut himſelf before the Lord among the Sons of 
God, there is à neceſſity of interpreting” this figuratively ; ; 
fince one would think nothing could be morc abſurd, than aa 
this place is commonly underſtood, that the Devil preſented 
bimſelf before God amongſt the holy Angels. But Lam in- 
clined to think, that the Devil is neither really nor figurative- 
ly intended; for the word Satan may ſignify nothing more 
than an adverſary, or calumaiator,.. or the abſtract quality 
called calumoy.; which may with the greateſt beauty be po- 
etically deſcribed, either among the worſhippers of the Sous 
of God on earth, or the Angels in heaven, accuſing Jab, as 
is repreſented in this ſecond: chapter; or it may mean no 
more, than the flanders of his envious neighbours. The 
word Satan does not only ſignify, but is renderedadverfaryby 
our own tranſlators g. Again; to interpret our Lord's tempta · 
tion literally of the Devil, would make it look very ſtrange if 
not expoſe it to ridicule. Can any thing be more indefenſi · 


ble or incredible, than that the Devil ſhould actually trauſport 


our Lord from the wilderneſs through the air to a pinnacle of 
— pc and that from thence. he — him to an 
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| W wt Job. It, - + 2 Sam n 
Im oo accounts of the Temptation, where it is ſaid the de- 


vil-ſheweth Chriſt all rhe kingdoms of the world in # moment of 
time, moſt, if not all, good commentators depart from the let- 
ter, and why not in thereft of the narration Should not this 
8 8 be done where ay ———_ may be. aligned for it? 
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high mountain, If the fineſt poetical writings, not to ſay 
Proſe, ones too, were thus literally to be interpreted, they 
would looſe all their beauty, and mankind would ceaſe to * 
mire, and be charmed with them. * 


th. The Scripture is as ef. as can be, that when we 
ſin, we ourſelves only are in the fault g. Every man is tempt- 
ed, when he is drawn aſide of his own tuft and enticed. St. 
Jas ſays this againſt thoſe who were ready to lay the fault 
of their being drawn into ſin, upon God; whereas he tells 
them, Ted did not tempt any man; their own luſt tempted 
them. St. James allows, that if God tempted them, that 
would be an excuſe; certainly it would be equally an excuſe, 
if the Devil tempted them: But their own Juſt only, excited 
by outward objects, tempted them. Theſe conſiderations 
fire enough to convince us, that the Devil has no hand in 
tempting us. But there is one reaſon more, that may july 
be elteewed deciſive in this debate. | | 


erde Den und his angels are realy ITY 1401 

priſon, out of wlüch they canhor efeape; and conſequently 
f key cannot poſſibly have any thing to do with us, or with our 
World. So St. Peter „ cxpreſly aſſures us, Cod ſpared not 
the Angelr that ſinned, but caft them to Hell, and delivered 
_ #hem into chains” of darkneſs, to be reſerved unto judgment. 
The fame thing St. Jude + aſſures us, the Angels who kept 
HoPUUheir fr ftr, hut left their oum habitation, "he hath re- 
Ar bett in chains untler darkneſs, unto the judgment of the 
; 5 Yi The prejudices of education are very ſtrong, and 


+ 


fers to be roofed Gut, otherwiſe one would think, every 
e muſt be convinced by ſuch plain paſſages as theſe, that 
the Devil has nothing to do wich us. In the New Teſta: 
ment, wherever our Lord, or his Apoſtles, or followers, are 
faid.to caſt out devils, in every inſtance tis wrong tranſlated. 
32 — ocean adverſary the Devil, goes about 
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like a rearing Lion, ſeeking whont be may ,devaur, he means 


thole, whether, Heathens or. Jews, who perſecuted the chriſti- 


aus, When, St. James.+ ſays, 20% the, Deuil aud. be u 


flee, from you ; (as. bis Epiſtle was rote ig the ſixty- third 
year of Chriſt, and the ninth of the perſecuting emperor 
er0,), he probably. means, bear up relolutely againſt perſe- 
cation, and ye will eaſily overcame it 3 or elſe he muſt mean, 
reſiſt all evil thoughts, and all outward. temptations to ſin, 
and ye will obtain an eaſy victory over them. St. Paul 5 tells 
them, he propoſed: once and again.t0-haveyilited-them, but 
Satan hindred, It is plain from the context-that by Satan, 
be means the perſecuting Jews: hindered him. Satan in 
transformed into an Angel of light v. St. Paul here alludes to 
the falſe A poſtles, who put on an outward ſanctiſied appear? 
2068+, + Hhy. hath Satan alla thine heart * Why, haft v bon 
taben this evil caunſe, ¶ Satan entered into Judas; that is, 
he took treacherous counſel againſt his Maſter. Satan ſtood 
againſt {ſracl and prounted David to mumber Tſreel| \\|| ; 


meaning is, ſome adverſary to Urael, art fully prevalled 


with David to follow this evil advice. It would be tedions, 


and perhaps not neceſſary to run over every paſſage particu · 
larly; but it is evident from what bas been ſald, there is an 
abſolute neceſſity for à figurative. interpretation $5. ' What 1 
have offered I hope will juſtify me in giving u figurative Ex- 
poſition of our Lord's temptation. And after what has been 
bid che paraphraſe en eee bad 1: 
Ju d rh $59) oO itte ik Kai bind eder! 
Verſe 1. Our Lord having beenjangipted, with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and in an, extraordinary, manner declared tobenthe 
Son of God, was by. the impulſe of this ſpirit upon his mind, 
which ſeems continually to have dir Vu $a Bn 
viſa, upon meth; immediately, led; {from Jordan to a wider- 


Ist. James iv, 7. t Theff. ii. 18. Re Cor. M34. 
t,AQs y, Luke xxii. 3. I Chron, Kxi. 1. . The 
* of che Temptation 80 Fall of dur ft Fatents, rents, As re: 
corded in Geneſis, is now getierally-allound: 'by learned men, 


to he allegorical; | See Hays's Relig7 Philo; Da wſon on the 
3 firſt —— of Genefis, &c. | - ,; vals 


DES 


(-i6 ) 
Heſs not far diſtant; the defiyn of this retirement was, by ſe- 
rious meditation; to prepare himſelf for that public miniſtry 
he was entering upon, to think. over the* difficulties he mivſt 
enpect among ſuch af obſtinate preverſe people as the Jews; ; 
to rele upon the dangers and trials he muſt be expoſed to, 
and to arm himſelf with proper refofutions apataſt them, ind 
nat he might thus be an example 10 Us, how fo reſiſt, and 

overcome tettptations: ' I — Pte cc D — 
ante 2. In ſuch reflections and meditations as dieſe" is 
ſpent/forty days and forty nights, during which time he kept 
a ſtrict faſt, for which he was no doubt miraculouſly enabled 
by the Holy Ghoſt, With. which he was filled without mea- 
iure. Probably the reaſon of his ſo long faſting: was,” that 
his thoughts were too intenſely engaged; to regard the whitts 
of the body, Which was miraculouſly fopported, to prevent 
it's receiving any damage by this extraordinary abſtinence. 
At the end of forty days and nights, when his antenſe think; 
bod meditation abated, he began to be ſenlible of hunger 
— — natural bodily 1 {OT ©9 | 
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„ Vente 43- knie banaler plans erb! 8. nothing 
wherewith to ſatisfy his huoper,: he begad to entertain ſuch 
thoughts as theſe; if I am really the Son f U, a8d bave 


in ſd ramarkable a manner cheen publickly declared to be; 


if God doth take ſuch delight and complacency in met as 
he then faid ; being ſuch a favourite of God, why do I fuf- 
ter hen extreme and ſerefe hunger? sbrely God d 


grant my requeſt,” was I to command, or deſtre Hm, that 


theſe"ſtones" mould be immediately rnd read dS 
ſatisfy my preſent neceſſity. Theſe were reflectlons, which 
ae W his F 
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bie, Jeſus, upon maturer conſideration and deep reflection, 


— himſelf chüus: WIr! woda 29 ſuch thoughts 
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as theſe ? God has given me aſſurance that L am his Son and 
belored by him, why l ſhould I pot truſt and depend upon 

| him to ſupply my wants in his own way? Why ſhould I pre- 
ſcribe to his wiſdom and goodneſs ? Why ſhould 1 direct him 
do aſſiſt me in any particular method? As for inſtance, to 

make for me bread aut of the ſtones, when he is able to ſup- 
| _ ply me, lnfinitely divers ways? If he pleaſes he can give me 
ſomething beſides bread to fatisfy my hunger, and to nou- 
riſn me; for I know that God can preſerve life. by other 

means than bread; ſince for forty. years together, in the wil- 

derneſs, he rained down Manna from Heaven for the chil- 

dren of Iſrael, Deut. viii, 3. And if the ſtones ſhould at my 
command be made bread, as this would be preſumption in me, 

God might not grant his bleſſing. and then this bread would 

| not nouriſh me: I will not therefore, as I know myſelf to be 
beloved of God, preſcribe to him any particular method to 
ſupply me, but will leave it to him in * nay he ſhall 
chooſe to do it. ; g 


"Verſe ©.” Our Lord EB thus overcome the 3 
of doing any thing unworthy or unbecoming, upon account of 
his Bodily appetites, but ſtill nothing being brought for the 
ſapply of his hunger, as he was thus muſing, he began to 
imagine; chat poſſibly his being thus ſeemingly neglected and 
unfupplied by God, was dect he was not really the Son, and 
beloved of God, as he had before thought; he was there. 

8 fore ready to reſolve ta g to the holy city Jerufalem, and 
, place Himſelf upon one of the battlements of the Temple, 
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| ground, 
verſe 6. The defign'of ** 6d Hitediintt 
the Temple, was, to gain full aſſurance whether he was the 
Son of God; for if from thence he caſt himſelf down, if he 
was feally the Son of God, he might depend upon it, that 
no harm fhould happen to him in his fall; for ſurely he might 
tely upon that promiſe, which ſeems in general made 90 al | 
£22v pious 


(n 

er perlont; be Will give bis Aögel, who are always rea- 

to obey his commands, a ſtrict charge to take care. of 
ha and to preferye thee +; they ſhall as diligently attend 
thee, as a nurſe doth her child, guiding, ſupporting, . and 
defending thee with ſuch a brite affection, that thou ſhatr 
not ſo much as daſh thy foot e a ſtone; the leaſt harm 
Tall not befall thee. - me 


Verſe 7* Wulle our Lord Rs aA ning theſe auch 
of thus 'gainingaſſurance, he again corrected himſelf by a 
paſſage of Scriptnre [; then alt not tempt the Lord thy 
God; the word tempt here, fignifies,” thou ſhalt not diſtruſt 
the Lord thy God; thou ſhalt not inſolently demand further 
evidence of that concerning which thou haſt already had fuffi- 
cient proof? This ſenſe of the word is manifeſt from the hiſto- 
ry to which it refers; for though God bad brought the chil- 
dren of Iſracl out of Egypt, by a mighty hand; though he 
miraculouſly fed them with manna from heaven; yet upon 
wanting water at Rephidim, the tempted, the Lord.* ;. the 
meaning of, which js explained g. Is the Lord among /f us er 
nat ? They queſtioned whether, God way with them Warn- 
ed by theſe diſtruſtful Iraelites, our Lord would not tempt 
God]; he would not try any experiment in order to be aſcer · 
gained, whether, or. no. be was the. San of God, but he would 
rely and depend upon the aſſurance God had given him of 
this, when ps Holy Ghoſt deſcended, and God declared him 
to be his beloved Son; he would not therefore do any thing 


Ea bsden/d gi. the/ leaſt, intimation that ini 
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Verſe; Our e e e eee another 
immedisttlyatoſe in his mid ; he mag aas hengrh ent ie 


viſe could not but foreſee the hardſhips — he 
| ſhapld-menyorieh, in" the courſe of his mioiſcry ; the per- 


t mala xci. 21. 18. 1 Deve: vi. 16. * Exodus xvii; 2.6 ver. . 
verſe · 


(19) 
verſeneſs of the Jews; he could not help comparing the mi- 
. ſerable proſpect he had before him, with the magnificence, 
| and pomp, the luxury, and the pleaſures. with which poten · 
tates and kings are ſurrounded, ö 
c 
5 


Verſe gth. He further reflected, how eaſy it would be for 
him, intruſted with ſuch great powers from God, to be an 
univerfal conqueror, and acquire the riches, the ſplendor, 
and the great neſs of all earthly monarchs, if he would devote 
himſelf to the ſervice of the god mammon, that viſſenary 
deity, who was ſuppoſed to preſide over, and to beſtow 
riches,” upon his aſſiduous and diligent votaries, | 


0 


* 


Verſe 20th. Our Lord, ſenſible of the evil tendency of theſs 
imaginations if indulged; immediately reſolves to ſuppreſs aud 
baniſh them; he would not ſuffer any thing to draw him 
from his allegiance to God; he could not ſerve both God and 
mammon, and the law was expreſs 5 for the worſhip and 
ſervice.of God only, who would not ſuffer his true and fisch 
ful ſervants. and worſhippers to want any riches or 2 
that are truly good for them. 


Verſe 11th, Being thus come off conqueror over 8 the 

greateſt temptations, he became for the preſent free from ſuch 

trying thoughts and reflections; and good Angels came to 

him, and probably applauding the piety, of his reſolutions, a 

gainſt the trying thoughts that had riſen in his mind, and at 

the ame time bringing him all needful ſupplies, to refreſh his 

body, almoſt faint'and ſpent. It ſeems to be no {mall con. 
firma tion of this figurative interpretation, in that, Luke, in 
the account he gives of this temptation; ſuys, * when the De- 
vil had ended all the temptations, he departed from him fur a 
ſeaſon, by which muſt be meant only his meeting, with no 
other temptations and difficulties, which- might, figuratively: 
ſpeaking, be imputed to the Devil, as theſe — — 
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For in anſwer to the improbability of our Lord's having theſe. 
thought? ariſing in his mind, tis caiy to ſay, that they are 
not in themſelves ſinful, that the compliance with them, is 
only criminal, whereas the overcoming and ſuppreſſing them 
is pious and praiſeworthy. Chriſt had all the ſinleis infirmities 
of humanity, he was in all points tempted, (which word 


would in this, and innumerable other places, be much better 


rendered tried,) like as we are, yet without ſin 9, And he 
ſeems to me to have been under the influence of the holy ſpi- 
rit, not only in his pious and moral, but in his miraculous 
conduct. If after all, any perſon ſhould think that the me- 
thod I have taken in explaining theſe verſes, is in any meaſure 
forced and unnatural, I deſire it may be conſidered, to ſay 
the leaſt, how utterly unintelligible the other method is . 
But in this, and in every other caſe, I willingly leave all perſons 
to their free opinions: Suffer me however, to make a few re- 


flections, agreeable to the fenſe I have laid down. 


Iſt. If the above account be juſt, we cannot plead in ex- 
euſe for our ſins; that the Devil tempted us to commit 
them. St. James ſeems to ſuppoſe, that we ſhould have 
an excuſe for our ſins, if God tempted us, and I cannot ſee 


, why we ſhould not have an excuſe for them, if fo power... 
ful and fo cunning a being as the Devil, tempted us; but 


St. James ſays, we are tempted only of our own luſts, 


and every ſinner ſhall ſtand ſpeechleſs at the bar of God. 


Let ũs not therefore ſet ourſelves to find excuſes for our 


fins; let us not lay them to God, to the Devil, to fate 


po” Hebrew iv. 15. + The propriety of the temptations 
and their application to the courſe of our bleſſed Saviour's 


miniſtry, is repreſented in a full and ſatisfactory manner by 


Mr. Farrner, in a tract publiſhed fince the death of our 
author, which had he lived to fee publiſhed, would have 
rendered his own performance more perfect. His notion of 
an allegorical repreſentation of real temptations ſeems, how- 


ever, preferable to an entire viſionary ſcene ; and is it not more 


honovrable to our Loa? and more exemplary ? 
wes | or 


\ 


„ = WH _ AO. Ca Ren rng hoe fs 


- 


UE ERIE ES 


. 


ot predeſtination, but to ourſelves only; let us not pre- 


tend any other excuſe for our fins, than leaving them on 


repentance and reformation, 7 


2, If the devil doth not tempt us, this is no encourage- 
ment to us to ſin, Tis no reaſon why we ſhould be leſs 
vigilant and careful, from whence ſoever our temptations a- 
riſe ;'tis certain we have a ſufficient number af them. 


3. If the devil doth not tempt us, this may bea comfort to 
thoſe, who are ready to run into deſpair, upon account of 
his temptations. Wrong notions in religion, if they have 
not really led men into fin, have occaſioned great dejection 
and forrow, to many very pious perſons ; they have imagin- 
ed the devil ſo very buſy with them, that they have not 
dared to truſt to the mercy of God, which is undoubtedly 
exceedingly diſhonourable to the kind and compaſſionate fa- 
ther of the univerſe, as well as tormenting to themſelves, 
Salvation is not in the power of the devil to hinder, but is 
in the hands of God to beſtow, who is very ready to grant it 
to the ſincerely penitent and reformed, and he will to this 
purpoſe, afford them all the help that can be reaſonably ex- 
pected from a tender and affectionate parent. 


1 che account we have given of the devil be juſt, then 
all notions of witchcraft, or of being poſſeſſed by ine devil, 


are vain and groundleſs. Tis all deceit and impoſition upon 


the weakneſs and credulity of mankind. For ſhame! let us 
entertaia mere honourable ſentiments of the moral govern- 
ment of God; let us think ourſelves ſafe under the protec- 
tion ot his providence, ſafe from the malice both of devils 


5. Nothing can be more trifling and ridiculous, than to ob- 
ſerve a faſt of forty days, from this example of our Saviour. 
It is certain that Chriſt was miraculouſly ſupported during 
the forty days and nights, and that he did not feel the painful 
ſenſe of hunger, till theſe days were over. It is impoſlible 

; C2 | for 


( 22 ) 


For us to imitate him in this reſpect; neither do we find tat 
the Apoſtles or firſt Chriſtians pretended to imitate him here- | 
in; it was an abſurdity reſerved for later and more corrupt 
ages. To place religion in abſtaiping from thoſe things 
Which God has given us leave to enjoy in moderation, is 
both a ſenſeleſs and impious thing. Religion never 4d, 
nor ever can conſiſt in any thing, but living ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly, and godly, in the preſent world. =. 
6th. From the example of our Saviour, in the beginning | 
of any good work, we may expect to meet with difficulties, 
but we ſhould not ſuffer them to diſcourage us. Human na- | 
ture was the fame in our Lord, as in us, and he therefore | 
could not but be affected with the feelings of want, and the | 
difficulties that lay before him in the courſe of his publick | 
Miniſtry ; but none of theſe things moved him, ſo as to diſ- MF , 
courage him. Twas good advice of the ſon of Sirach, my | 
fon, if thou came to ſerve the Lord prepare thy ſaul for tempta- | 
tion. Difficulties will prefent themſelves to us, in the en- | 
\ trance upon any good work; but if they be reſiſted, they 
will gradually grow leſs, till the ways of wiſdom will become 
ways of pleaſantneſs, and all ber paths peace. 
7th. We here learn from the example of our Saviour, that 
we muſt not demand more evidence in matters of religion, 
when ſufficient has been already granted us. A doubt had 
almoſt uiſen in our 's mind, whether he was really the 
ſon of God, and he Was ready to try, by commanding ſtones 
to become bread, and by caſting himſelf down from the 
battlements of the temple, whether he was the ſon and 
che beloved of God; but the inſtantly recollected himſelf, 
that he had evidence enough of his being the ſon af God, by 
the deſcent of the ſpirit, and the voice from Heaven; and he 
was unwilling to affront, or to ſeem to diſtruſt God, by aſk- 
ing more evidence. In like manner, let us believe the exiſtence 
of God from the evidence we have in the works of nature; 
- ſince it ls impoſſible to account for our own exiſtence, or the | 
exiſtence of any thing elſe, without the ſuppoſition of a God. 
Let us believe the ehriſtian revelation, upon the evidence we 
| have 


— — 
— — — — 


RW PROT 88 aL 2 


1 
0 


A 


— 


{39 


have from mĩracles, the fulfillment of propheſies, and cred 
ble atteſtation of facts. Let us believe a future ſtate, andahe 
rewards and puniſhments of it from the teſtimony. of our Sa- 
viour, without deſiring, fooliſhly, to have one of our-acquain- 


tance raiſed from the dead, to aſſure us of theſe things: I ſay 


let us believe theſe points-upon the evidence we have, without 
deſiring more, and let us frame our tempers and conduct ac- 
cordingly; ſince, to allade to the words of our Saviour, if 


ue believe not Moſes, c. 


8th, In our Saviour ,we ſee the great advantage of n 
good acquaintance with the ſcriptures. - Trying thoughts 
aroſe in his mind. There was no paſſage of ſeripture itſelf, 
that at firſt glance, might ſeem to countenance preſumption 
or diſtruſt of God, but he had inſtantly ready a more obvious 
clear paſſage, wherewith to reſiſt the temptation, to ſatisfy 
his doubts, and to comfort him in his duty. Let it there- 
fore be our care, to be acquainted with the whole counſel of 
God, that we may not by miſapplying ſome texts of ſerip- 
ture either be lead into fin, into deſpair, or into an uncom- 
fortable melancholly ſervice of God; that by our knowledge 
of other plainer texts, we may be enabled to go on our way, 
in the ſervice of God, rejoicing, 

gth. In the example of our Lord ve ſee what are the 
principal temptations to which we are expoſed, and by what 
arguments and reſolutions we are to oppoſe and conquer 
them. Our temptations are drawn from our bodily wants, 
from our proneneſs to diſtruſt the providence of God, not- 
withſtanding his paſt goodneſs to us, and from our pride and 
ambition: our bodily - appetites are very craving, and like» 
wiſe very impatient of delay, and we are further apt to pre- 
ſcribe to God, in what particular way aur wants muſt be 
ſupplied ; but againſt temptations of this kind our Lord\was 
willing to wait God's time, to ſubmit to God in what way 
he ſhould be ſupplied ; knowing that if he ſhould be ſup- 
plied in the way he himſelf deſired, without God's bleſſing, 
it would ſignify nothing; and that by humbly reſigning him- 
ſelf to Cod, he could ſupply him by innumerable methods 

for 


( 24 ) 


for which he was every way ſufficient. Again, we muſt re- | 
"Fiſt temptations to diſtruſt the providence of God, by re- 
flecting on the favours we have hitherto received, and draw- | 
Ang from thence an argument for further hope: we ſhould | 

greatly offend God, by diſtruſting him after ſuch large ex- 
perience of his kindneſs : He who has begun a good work in 
us, will carry it on to perfection in glory; he that ſpared not, 
Sc. But to ſtrengthen this argument for dependance upon 
the providence of God, we muſt be careful to preſerye our 
innocence, and to be found in the way of our duty. Finally, 


we muſt reſiſt temptations to pride, to ambition, to great 


increaſe in riches; by reflecting that our ſupreme regards 


are due to God, and to him only; and that could we make 


the greateſt acquiſitions in temporal wealth and power, this | 


could never make amends for withdrawing our affections in 
the leaſt from God, and conſequently for ſorfeiting the fa- 
"ow of God. 


' Laſtly, if we reſiſt temptations, and reſolutely preſerve | 
our innocence, we may expect that providence will in due 


time come into our aſſiſtance. 
Though God doth leave his ſincere . for a ſeaſon 


to ſevere trials, if, in a faithful allegiance to him, they bear 


them patiently; if they mortify the luſt of the fleſh, the 
laſt of the eye, and the pride of life, they may truſt, that 
he will in the courſe of his providence, grant them whatever 
. he ſhall ſee truly good for them, and. make up to them their 
preſent trials, and particularly conduct them ſafe to the 


glories of his heavenly. kingdom. Let us therefore hearken | 


to the words of the pſalmiſt +, Truſt in the Lord and ds good, 


fo ſhalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou ſhalt be fed. 


Delight thyſelf alſo in the Lord; and he ſball give thee the de- 
fires 'of thine heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord: Truft 
alſo in him, and he ſball bring it to paſs. And he ſhall bring forth 
thy aughys as the light, and thy Hans as the — 
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A Paraphraſe with Obſervations on the 
cure of Peter's wife's mother, and 
the Poſſeſſed at Capernaum. 


| N vii. 7 0 the 14th, to the 1 7th. 


Verſes incluſive. 


14 AND when Jeſus was come into Peter's 
Houſe, be ſaw his Wife's Mother laid, and ſick 
of a Fever. 15 And he touched her Hand, 
and the Fever left her: and the aroſe, and mi- 
niſtred unto them. 16 When the Even was 
come, they brought unto him many that were 
poſſeſſed with Devils: and he caſt out the Spi- 
rits with his word, and healed all that were 
ck. 17 That it might be fulfilled which was 
ſpoken by Eſaias the Prophet, ſaying, himſelf 
Wan our Infirmities, and bace our. Sickneſſcs. 


ver. ETFR and Andre, James and Jobs, begin 
invited by Chriſt, to attend upon him; they all 


e went from the ſynagogue to Peter's houſe, as Mark, 
informs us; there the mother of Peters wife was laid up 
af a Ferer, which Luke fays |, was great or dangerous; 


8 1 Luke iv. 38. 


our 
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our Lord. was immediately acquainted with her al ld 
the. danger ſhe was in, by the perſons Who waited upon her; 


and at the ſame time they intreated him, to-exert his divine- 


duc healing power in her favour. Jeſus, being never deaf 
to the requeſts which were made to him; eſpecially by thoſe, 
who, from what they had ſeen and heard of his miracles, 
were humble believers in his divine ability to anſwer their 
reqlleſſs+ (St. Luke * tells us, that) as he was ſtanding at the 
ſide of the bed, on which the ſick woman lay; he rebuked 
the Fever, probably by a ſhort prayer. to. his father that it 
might be removed. 


Ver. 15th. Then + he took her by the hand, and raiſed her 
up in her bed; as Peter did afterwards, when he reſtored Ta- 
bitha to life ; the feveriſh diſorder inſtantly left the woman, 
and that moment ſhe was ſo well, as to aſſiſt in miniſtring to, 
or waiting upon, Jeſus and his diſciples at ſupper. 


Ver. 16th. Supper being over, and the evening being now 


came, or the ſabbath being finiſhed, which begun after one 


Sunſet and ended after another : From evening to evening ſhall 
ye celebrate your ſabbath. The Jews in our Lord's time were 
very obſervant and tenacious of their ritual inſtitutions; and 
therefore, though many in this town oſ Capernaum were 
perſwaded of Jeſus's divine ability to work miracles, and 
though they knew that he was now in the town, he having 
appeared publickly at the ſynagogue ; yet being ſuperſtiti- 
oafly fearful of breaking the reſt of the ſabbath, by the 
ſchall labour of bringing the ſick on their couches to Jeſus, 
during the ſabbath, they deferred it till Sun ſet; though poſ- 
ſibly the reaſon, why they delayed, might be, not to give 
oſſance to the captions and caviling Ser ĩbes and Phariſees, who 
ſaught occaſton to find: fault: But let this be as ig will; at 
Sun: ſet great muldtudes were brought to him, perkaps all 
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that laboured under any kind of diſorder in the whole city. 
Both Mark * and Luke t intimate as much, fo that all 
manner of ſick perſons were brought to Chriſt ; nay, thoſe 
afflicted with the worſt diſorders, and ſuch as were deemed 
incurable by human means, were brought to him, viz. thoſe 
who were poſſeſſed with devils. It will be neceſſary here to 
obſerve, that the word uſed by Matthew, Mark and Luke, 
is the ſame; and likewiſe that it does not ſignify devils; in- 
deed the Scripture never ſpeaks of more than one Devil; 
avd that one Devil and his angels, are reſerved in chains of 
everlaſting darkneſs, unto the judgment of the great day; 
hence it would he impoſſible, even for Chriſt himſelf, to caſt 
out many devils, We muſt therefore, neceſſarily, have re- 
courſe to a different interpretation of the word. Now the 
word here rendered devils, properly ſignifies demons, De- 
mons were ſuppoſed to be the ſouls of dead men, who occa- 
ſioned divers diſorders; ſuch as melancholy, madneſs, ln. 
nacy, the falling-ſickneſs, &c. But the Jews ſuppoſing that 
dead men occaſioned diſorders is no proof that they did ſo. 
However every one mult be left to his own judgment, whe. 
ther ſuch a notion is probable or no. To me it appears ut- 
terly abſurd ; and I Want ſome better evidence for it, than 


the mere groundleſs imagination of the vulgar. 


The common people indeed may very naturally aſk, if 
deyils, demons, or the ſouls of departed men, did not poſ- 
ſeſs any man, and occaſion certain diſorders, why do the 
ſcriptures ſpeak concerning theſe things, in ſuch kind of lan- 
guage ? This is a difficulty, upon which I am ſenſible the 
common people will lay very great ſtreſs; and it will be diffi- 
cult, and in many caſes impoſſible, to beat them out of it; 
though the anſwer to it is in itſelf very caly. 


Thoſe whe are acquainted either with ancient or nodun | 
books — that, in numberleſs inſtances, we are not to 
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judge of the Tenſe barely from the language that is uſed, 
fince that language ſprung from falſe Hypotheſes or opi- 
niens; and the ſame language is ſtill retained even by learned 


men, nay, by the Scripture itſelf; though it is well known, 


that thoſe Hypotheſes, or opinions, are groundleſs ; it be- 


ing the deſign of the ſacred writers to inſtruct men in reli- | 


gion, and not natural philoſophy; therefore, as in natural 


philoſophy they retained the vulgar language, though that | 
language owed it's riſe to falſe opinions, fo the ſcripture ſpeaks, | 
as if the earth was fixed and immoveable ; which every tri. 


fler in Mathematics, now knows to be abſolutely falſe : The 
ſacred Writers contented themſelves to ſpeak according to the 
vulgar appearances and conceptions, Hence from the lan- 
guage made uſe of we have no reaſon to conclude, that devils 
poſſeſſed men; or that demons, or the ſouls of departed men, 
occaſioned madneſs or the like diſorders. 


80 that by our Lord's caſting out devils, we ſhall at pre- 
ſent take the liberty to underſtand no more than that he 
cured ſeveral mad and lunatic perſons. | 


All theſe diſeaſed and mad people being brought to Chriſt, 
- occaſioned a great concourſe, ſo that as Mark * fays, 
All the city appeared to be come together to the door of the 
houſe. Matthew and Luke + aſſure us, that he healed 
all that were brought to him; then Luke || goes on to 
ſay, that devils came out of many, crying out and ſaying, 
thon art CHRIS T the Son of Gop ; and he rebuking them, 
ſuffered them not to ſpeak, becauſe they knew him, 


According to our interpretation of the Words, poſſeſſed 
with devils, it will here be neceſſary to underſtand no more, 
than that the madmen imprudently and unguardedly declared, 
That JesUs was the MxssIAR; which during their madneſs 
| they — have heard from others; or be wn — themſelves 
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cured, they themſelves concluded, that he who performed ſuch 
extraordinary miracles muſt needs be the Mess1an; howe. 
4 er our Lonp would not permit them to divulge this their o- 
” | pinion, Some may be deſirous to know why our Loxp en- 
joined ſilence upon them; ſeveral and fatisfaftory anſwers 
U. may be given to this enquiry. Though our Lord ſometimes 
oy | appealed to, his miracles,. in proof of his divine miſſion, that 
he might ſilence the unreaſonable and perverſe cavils of the 
Phariſees, yet he might perbaps be more deſirous that men 
WJ would follow him from a regard to the excellence and purity 
* of his doctrine, than from their admiration of his power to 
he work miracles. Again, it is very agreeable to the general 
character of our Lok p, to ſuppoſe that our LoxD's modeſty, 


5 his perfect freedom from oſtentation and vanity, might be 2 
* i reaſon why he forbad thoſe on whom he performed cures, to 
, 


make them known, or to declare that they knew bim to be 
the Massing. Further: 


re- If in the caſe before us devils were really caſt out, then 


he the reaſon why Chriſt enjoined ſilence upon them, was, that 
there might not be any ground of ſuſpicion, that there was 2 
11 ſecret agreement betwixt him and the devils, and that they ſuf- 


fered themſelves eaſily to be diſpoſſeſſed by him, and then to 
Jon him to be the Chriſt, that thus mankind might be the 
morecraftily deceived and impoſed upon by him: For to fay the 
truth, if the devils were diſpoſſeſſed by Chriſt, and then own- 
ed him, there would have been room for ſpecious ſuſpicion, 
that Chriſt did not caſt out devils, but by Beelzebub, the 
prince of the devils, as the Phariſees more than once inſi - 
nuated ||: But Chriſt, not only did nothing amiſs ; he WOK 
care that he ſhould not be ſo much as ſuſpected of evil. On 
the other hand, allowing theſe perſons not to have been poſ- 
ſeſſed with devils, but to have been only demons, or mad- 
men, neither our Lord, nor any ſober perſon, would be 
fond of the Applauſe of ſuch. Once more; 


— 
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The principal reaſon, that prevailed with our Lord, not 
to permit thoſe whom he miraculouſly healed, to make him 
known, was, leſt this ſhould be the means of collecting a 
great crowd about him, and he ſhould thereby give umbrage 
to the civil magiſtrate, as tho' he deſigned to ſet up for a 
king. The Scribes, Phariſees and Herodians, laid wait to find 
ſomething againſt him in this reſpect, which required great 
reſerve in Jeſus. This indeed was the furtheſt from his inten- 
tion, his kingdom not being of this world ; yet be was cautious 
of giving any. ground to others, to think this of him, This 
ſeems to have been the general reaſon, why our Lord avoided 
crowds : The multitnde would have gladly ſet him up and 
followed him as their king ; accordingly we find him often 
diſmiſſing, or departing from the multitude : Upon the 
cleanſed lepers blazing abroad his cure, there was ſuch a con- 
fluence of people, that Jeſus could no more openly enter into 
the city, but was without in deſert places. In the 18th verſe 
of this chapter he gave commandment to depart to the other 
Hide of the ſea of Galilee, becauſe he ſaw great multitudes a- 
bout him. The ſame thing he did again, and for the ſame 
reaſon, +. When Jeſus perceived, that they would come and 
take him by force, and make him a king, he departed again 
into a mountain alone. And great reaſon our Lord had for 
caution in this particular ; ſince we find upon his tryal, that 
he was accuſed of ſedition, and ſetting himſelf up for a king: 
Thus t the Jews excited Pilate againſt Jeſus thus, , thou let 
this man go, thou art not Cæſar i friend g. We found this fellow 
perverting the nation, forbiding te give tribute to Ceſar, ſaying, 
that he himſelf is Chriſt, a King ; he ſtirreth up the people, teach- 
ing throughout all Jeury, beginning from Gallilee ta this place: 
Indeed Pilate owned that he could not find any foundation for 
this charge ||. Probably another reaſon, why our Lord would 
not permit thoſe whom he miraculouſly cured, to make him 
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t known, was, leſt he ſhonld too much excite the envy of the 
n Phariſees, who by ſeeing the crouds attending him, would be 
a provoked to cut him off, before he had fulfilled his miniſtry : 

E Accordingly he more than once retired, that he might bemore 


1 private in Gallilee * : After theſe things Jeſus walkedin Galilee, 
d for he would not walk in Jewry, becauſe the Jews forrght to kill 


it him. Finally; it is probable, in ſome caſes, Jeſus's reaſon for en- 
I- joining ſilence on thoſe for whom he wrought miracles, was 
is owing to his concern for their ſafety; that the Jews might 
Is not do them harm, for their acquaintance or converſation with 


d him: For + the Jews had agreed, that if any man did confeis 
d that he was Chriſt, he ſhould be put out of the Synagogue : 
n In conſequence of this + Though many of the chief rulers 
IC believed on him, yet becauſe of the Phariſees, they did not con- 
1- feſs him, leſt they ſhould be put out of the Synagogue. "Thus I 
0 have given a brief ſummary of the reaſons, which induced 
ſe our Lord not to permit himſelf to be publickly owned as 
er the Meſſiah, though he now had cured innumerable diſorder - 
a- ed perſons, and even .demoniacs or madmen ; and that, as 
Mathew obſerves, in a divine manner, with a word ſpeaking. 


Verſe 17. St. Matthew having more briefly than Mark, 
or Luke, related theſe innumerable miraculous cures, here 
takes notice of the fulfillment of a prophecy, in the per- 
formance of theſe cures, which thoſe other Evangeliſts have 
not mentioned, It is the obſervation of a very judicious 
perſon, that in the new Teſtament, the phraſe, (That it might 
be fulfilled), implied, that the event was foretold in the old 
Teſtament, and that that particular event was intended by 
the prophecy referred to; but when the phraſe in the new 
Teſtament, is only this, {Then was fulfilled, ) it is, at leaſt 
ſometimes, an alluſion, and is uſed when the words of the 
Old Teſtament are borrowed to expreſs a preſent matter of 
fact, but without ſuppoſing that they are a prediction of that 
fact. We have had occaſion above, to new the juſtice of 
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this obſervation in three inſtances * ; taking. therefore at this 
time this obſervation for granted, 7 muſt conclude, that 
when St. Matthew here ſays, Chriſt performed all theſe 
miracles, that it might. be fulfilled, which was ſpoken by Eſaias 
the prophet, ſaying, himſelf took our infirmities, and bare aur 

tneſſes, we muſt conclude, that what Iſaiah 4 propheſied 
concerning - Chriſt, furely he hath borne our.grieſs, and car- 
ried our ſorrows ; muſt be a prophecy of Chriſt's healing 
diſcaſes, and removing grievous maladies from ſick and 
diſordered people: I ſay this maſt be the meaning of the 
prophet, and his only meaning; fo that whatever other 
Tenſes have been put upon his words, by ignorant and fallible 
men, they muſt be all rejected, and this interpretation of 
St. Matthew ſtuck to, as the only true one. This interpre- 
tation, it muſt be owned, will ſet aſide a great deal, of what 
.has long been thonght the moſt important part of ——_ 
divinity. 


© From what has been faid therefore, A It, The er- 
ror of the Papiſts, in forbidding marriage to their prieſts, 
and recommengling celibacy to others, as a ſtate of greater 
purity f. The Romaniſts claim their exorbitant powers 
as the fucceſſors of St. Peter. Now it is well known, that 
marriage is not allowed to their prieſts; that it is reckoned, 
by them, even worſe than adultery and other uncleanneſs; 
but it happens very unluckily for them, that Peter, whom 
they account their head, was actually married; and that not 
only before he became a chriſtian and an Apoſtle, but at- 


terwards; for his wife went with him, as he travelled up and 
down. to ſpread the Goſpel 3: Have we not power to lead 


about a ſiſter, a wife, 'as well as other Apoſtles, and the bre- 
thren of the Lord, and Cephas, or Peter : "Tis ſtrange that 
the Papiſts have not yet had the generoſity to own, that their 
e marriage is deſcribed in aſk as à mark of 


r 


Matthew i. 22. ii. 15. 17. . + Ifaia Iii. 4. t Matthew viii, 14. 
F 1 Cor. ix. 5. 
antichrilt 


EEOC ERET BY PDWTMS Tt. 


1 — 


. — - TOO YR 5. oor 5 OI 


C 93 3 


antichriſt, and an inſtance of corruption of the faith; 
St. Paul ſays “, in the latter times ſome ſhall depart from the. 
faith; forbidding to marry. And whereas many of the vota- 
ries of the Roman church retire from the publick to a ſoli- 
tary life, upon pretence of greater purity in reſtraining their 
carnal deſires, and of more exalted improvement in piety 
and goodneſs, this is often a mere pretence, if the accounts we 
have are to be credited: Whatever was the intention of 
theſe perſons in retiring, the reſtraint of their carnal incli- 
nations has been no part of the practice of many of them. 
Beſides, religion does not conſiſt, in quitting the relation we 
ſtand in to ſociety, in retiring from the world, in living in a 
cloiſter, or even in praying all the day long: If indeed there 
is any religion in theſe things, it is not to be compared with 
the performance of ſocial duties, with behaving well as 
huſbands and wives, as parents and children, with bei 
friendly and uſeful to our neighbourhood, and with exhi- 
biting an open and publick N of every ** that is 
excellent and praiſe-worthy. 


- 2d. How complying is our Lord with every humble and 
reaſonable requeſt f. Seldom had any one occaſion to re- 
peat their requeſts to Chriſt; his breaſt was pitiful and truly 
compaſſionate ; and therefore without any delay he 
about the cure of Peter's wife's mother; he rebuked the fe- 
ver, and it left her. Upon innumerable occaſions likewiſe, 
did our Lord behave in this manner: And if ſuch tender and 
humane. diſpoſitions were in our Lord, bow merciful, and 
kind, and ready to anſwer our requeſts, muſt we ſuppoſe 
the God and father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be? What 
is thus in the ſon maſt be eminently in the father. This 
conſideration ſhould excouragy us, in our addreſſes and pe- 
titions to God, | 

3d. Obierve the gratitude of this good woman . Benefits in 
general ee ſooner confered than they grow old. — 


2 Tim. iv. 1. 3. + Lake ir 38. 39. 4 Mat. viii 15. 
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we can remember, and perhaps never forget to our dying day. 
Kindneſſes make but very faint and ſlender impreſſions upon 
our minds. There was only one of the ten lepers that re- 
turned to give thanks to our Lord, for his cleanſing f. But 
ſhe, far from thinking her thanks alone ſufficient, immediately 
roſe and miniſtred food and ſuch things as they wanted, to Je- 
ſus and his attendants. Our Lord, though he performed fo 
many, and ſo extraordinary miracles, chiefly ſubſiſted on the 
benefactions of his friends; and with the gratitude and the 
reſpect that were ſhewn he was always well pleaſed t; and he 
will be equally pleaſed with the ſmalleſt kindneſſes, even a cup 
of cold water, beſtowed on any, becauſe they belong to Chriſt. 
And now Chriſt is abſent from us, and we cannot be ſo happy 
as to ſhow our gratitude to him in perſon, for all that he 
has done for us, we are to ſhow it the poor, whoare al- 
ways with us, 
4th. From what has been already briefly ſaid, concern- 
ing the poſſeſſed with devils, we ſee the neceſſity there is, 
of having recourſe to. a figurative interpretation of many 
paſſages in the ſacred writings. Great abatements are to be 
made in interpreting many parts of Scripture, on account of 
the bold, Eaſtern manner of ſpeaking, which is very different 
from ours; and many ſtrange things have been fathered upon 
the Scriptures, by interpreting them according to our pre- 
ſent phraſeology and cuſtoms.” If every thing was to be inter- 
| preted literally, we ſhould be induced to ſuppoſe, that God 
had hands and eyes, and human affections and paſſions. Pro- 
_ - reſtapts in general own, that our Lord's words, this is my Body, | 
are to be interpreted figuratively, to guard againſt the abſurd 
doctrine of tranſubſtantiation. And really the common no- a 
tion of perſons being poſſeſſed with devils is ſcarce more 4 
defenſible. One would not willingly ſuppoſe, that the mer- a 
ciful God has given leave to a company of malicious devils, 
to poſſeſs men, to o convulke, to 0 agonize, to tor ture, to rend 


+ Luke x wii. 17, 7 Matthew xxvi. 6. 13. 
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numerable, extraordinary, and divine. benefits, would not 
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them at their — 3 rather than ſuppoſe this, one + would 
be willing to haye recourſe to a figurative, or almoſt to any, 


interpretation. And truly it will not be difficult to free the 
new Teſtament, in all the places in which it ſpe aks of poſſeſ- 


ſians, from countenancing this notion; for beſides, that the 


ſcripture never ſpeaks of more than one devil, that one devil 
is not once mentioned in the caſes of poſſeſſion ; the word 
which is rendered devils, always fi dęmons; which was 
language made uſe of from à miſtaken notion, that the ſouls 


of . N POD. . 
other diſorders. 


5th. The modeſty of Chriſt 6G 2. The 
Chriſt had here performed innumerable miraculous cures, 
and had even freed many who were oppreſſed with madnefs, 
melancholy, the falling · ſickneſs, Ke. from their diſorders, 
he would not boaſt of them himſelf, neither would he per- 
mit others to publiſ them, notwithſtanding they might think 


themſelves obliged in gratitude to declare them; and nat- 


withſtanding their open declaration was à proof of their per- 


ſwaſion that he was the Meſſiah, and divinely commiſſioned, 


yet he truſted to his works for reputation, rather than to his 
own” Oſtentation, or to the praiſes of others. Never any 


ſtuck truer to his own doctrine, than our Lord: When thou 
d thine Alms, do not found a Trumpet before thee, as the 
hypocrites do, in the Synagogues and in the ftreets, that" they 
may be ſeen of men; verily T ſay unto you they have their re- 


ward. But when thou del thine Alus, tet not thy loft hand 


know- what thy right hand doth. And is not this example 


of our Lord a good pattern for us to imitute If his in- 


bear being boaſted of, even by him, but were to be kept as 


private as poſſible; (though we ought in imitation of Chriſt 


to de as uſeful and kind as we are able,) our feu, and imper- 
— will not — ne ond 107 5 they 
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I Luke ir. 41. | Matthew vi. 2. 3. 
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(36 ) 
have need of the moſt retired privacy, to be an additional 
recommendation . of them, to that God who ſeth aa 
and will reward us openly *. 


© 6th; St. Matthew here helps us to one hat view Of 
Chtift's working miracles, as they were a fulfillment of pro- 
phecy, and conſequently one proot of © Chriſt's being the 
Meſſiah . For though it is highly probable” that the grand 
intention of miracles in general were to rouze the atten- 
tion of mankind, and to engage a more impartial and conſi- 
derate regard to the doctrine of him who. perform'd thoſe gi- 
racles. Yet beſides this deſign of miracles, there is another, 
viz. As they were a fulfillment of prophecy, and a proof that 
Chriſt. was the perſon pointed at in prophecy to be a per- 
former of them. And that miracles were to be, and really 
were, one grand proof of Chriſt's being the Meſſiah, is plain 
from the anſwer which our Lord returns to John's meſſen- 
gers ; John enquired of him by his meſſengers, Art thou 
 be- that ſbould come ? Jeſus, as a proof that he was he that 
| ſhould come, or the Meſliah; bids the Maſengers. return to 
Jon wb this anſwer, The blind receive their fight, and 
the lame wall the lepers are cleanſed, and the deaf hear, the 
. dead are raiſed up. By the anſwer, John would know that 
Jeſus was the Meſſiah; as theſe miracles. were à fulfillment 
of prophecy relating to the Meſſiah. So St. Matthew here 
teells us, that what Iſaiah j foretold concerning Chriſt, Surety 
be hath borne our griefs; and carried aur ſorrows, was fulfilled 
in Ghrift's curing  bedily diſeaſes. It was. foretold concern- 
ing the time of the Meſſiah 5, In that day ball the deaf. hear 
the words of the boot, and the eyes of the blind ſhall ſee aut of 
 dferrity, and out 'of darkneſs **, Then the eyes of the blind, 
ſhall be opened, and the ears of the deaf ſball be unflapped, then 
6! — — 


Matthew vi. 4. "+ Matt. xvi. 17. 8 xi. 2. 10 
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fing +: It was read by our Lord, on the ſabbath-day,.in 
the ſynagogue at Nazareth , The ſpirit of the Lord is upon 


me, becauſe; he hath anointed me to preach the Goſpel to the 


poor; he hath ſent me to heal the broken-hearted,- to preach de- 
liverance to the captives, and recovery of fight to the blind, to 
ſet at liberty them that are bhruiſed: [then g he began to ſiy 
unto them, This day it this ſcripture fulfilled in your ears. 
And as the Jews knew from the prophetical ſcriptures, that 
the Meſſiah was to perform miracles |, when he was at 
Jeruſalem, at the paſlover, on the feaſt-day, many believed on 
hit name when they ſaw the miracles which be did. And in 
places, too numerous to mention, our Lord appeals to his mi- 
racles, not only as proofs. of a divine power attending him, 
but of the fulfillment of prophecy in him +. ; "> 


| 5th. Let the fulfillment of prophecy, in our Saviour's 
working inirades, be à confirmation' of our faith in bim. Let 
us receive him as a teacher ſent from God; ſince no man 
could do the works that he did except God was with him. 
Let us receive him as that great and eminent perſon, in whom 
all the prophecies, center ; And as our convictions of the cer- 
tainty of his divine miſſion grow more numerous and ſtrong, 
let bis doctrine, r hy a. ſuitable influ- 


ence upon our temper and conduct. 0 


Sch. From St. Matthew's application of this W 


learn to underſtand Teveral phraſes in the ſcriptures, which, in 
common uſe, are of dark and obſcure meating. Chriſt is 
here Hd to hav? borne our grief, and carried our ſorrows 
_ bumſelf ; to bave took aur infirmities, and bare our ſickneſſer. 
"And theſe are phraſes uſed, St. Matthew tells us, to expreſs 


Chriſt's healing bodily diſorders ;- but how was it that he 
took on him theſe infirmities ? How did he bear theſe ſick- 
neſſes? Was it by becoming ſick himſelf, by being pans 


+ Lia bai 1. 1 Lake iv. 18. $ Verſe 21. | Joha 8. 23. 
+ John x. 36. x. 25, 38. Mv. 11. 
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with devils? ON OY. like it: Nothing more is intended 
by theſe expreſſions,” than Chriſfs healing diſorders miracu- 
louſly, or by a divine power. Hence, when Chriſt is ſaid 
to have bore our ſins, to have the iniquities of us all laid up- 
on kim, we cannot ſuppoſe, that Gur fins and iniquities, lite- 
rally, became the fits and 'iniquities of Chriſt; or that he 
ſuffered the puniſhment, and fo made ſatisfaction to the inex- 
'orable, unrelenting Wrath and Juſtice of his father. One 
would think that none could avoid fecing, that as Chriſt took 
on him the ſickneſſes of men, by healing them, ſo he like- 
Wiſe took on him their ſins, by the power which he obtained 
from bis father to remit and forgive the guilt of 'penitent 
perſons, and by raiſing them from the dead, reſtore them to 
that immortality whiththey had forfeited by fin : I fay, this 
3s the moſt that can poſſibly be underſtood, by Chriſt's, bear- 
ing our ſins. And 1 deſire Þkewile, that you would take 
Particular, notice, that this e St. a e 
Mme. 1.6.1) . n + 


"Laſtly: Span got we nig vun ung that is by 
Teh ieving, as far as we are able, the infirmities and diſorders 
% gur fellow · creatures? Chriſt continually went about do- 
g good; and he ſpared no pajnis that he might do good 
2 the fouls and bodies of men: As we call him onr 
maſter, we ſhould take care to be like him. Let us there- 
fore hear one another t burdens, and ſo fulfil the law of Chriſt; 
Le none of us look only on bis own things, but alſo every one 
un the things of others; Let us weep with them that weep, 
ſympathize With the afflicted, abate the miſery, and add to 
x" bp UII FT NRA 
all mankind. N 2 
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Obſervations on Demonidcs, with a Pa- 
raphraſe on the Deſtruction of the 

Swine at Gadlars „ | mnt 


ä IO 


Matthew viii. from the 28th to. the 344k 
= Mes, i 3 
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Ver 28. Ah whe be Way Later the beer 
fide, into the Country of the Gergeſeges there 
met him two poſleſſed with Devils, coming ont of 
the . Tombs, exceeding fierce, ſo that ao; man 
mightpaſs by that way. 29 And behold they cried 
out, ſaying what have we to do with thee, Jeſus 
thou Son of God? Art thou come hither to 
torment us before the time? 30 And there 
was a good way off from them a herd of ma- 
ny Swine, feeding. 31 80 che Devils befought 
him, ſaying, if thou caſt us out, ſuffer us to 
away into the herd of, Swine, . 22 And be ſaid 
unto-them, go. And when they were come, 
they went out into the herd of Swing: And be- 
hold the whole herd of Swine ran violentlydown 
a ſteep place into the Sea, and periſhed in the 
Waters. 33 And * chat kept them fled, 

and 


(4) 


and went Weir ways into the City, and told e- 
very thing; and what was befallen to the poſſeſſ- * 
ed of the Devils. 34 And behold they whole 

Cuy-came out to meet Jeſus, and when they Ip. 
faw him they beſought him that he would de- n 
port out of their, coaſts, | I ne 


g 
| Mirrasw, Mark, and 3 all agree in riog us, Wit 

that this hiſtorical fact immediately ſucceeded the al 
ſtorm. But it will be neceſſary on this occaſion, to ſpeak ¶ ou 
ſomething more largely than we have hitherto done, though I ful 
28 briefly as. poſſible, concerning the poſſeſſions of the New W 
Teſtament; a rather hinted than N our opinion « con- th: 
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- Theſe poſſeſſions ar are, to corhaled Adds, very ſurprizing; ¶ ble 
we are apt to wonder there ſhould be ſo many perſons poſſeſſed ¶ on. 
Vith Devils, juſt at our Saviour s time, more than wo read WW bu 
of, either before or after, in Tudea, or in other nations, at the 
. any time. Some have been ready: to think, that God permitted dex 
"the Devils to be fo very troubleſome at that time, that Chriſt edl 
might have an opportunity of gaining a glorious victory over N we 
them. Other conjectural reaſots have been aſſigned; to ac- vit 
count for the frequency of diabolical poſſeſſions at that time, abt 
; which we ſhrall take no notice of; but if we can make it ap- tha 
beat, wich any conſiderable degree of probability, that our was 
opinion is true, I think that, to all ſobet and ſerious perſons, it 
will de a very great recommendation of it, that it gives # more 
pleaſing, juſt, and honourable view, both of the natural and 
moral gorerument of the gracious and merciful God, that the 
opinion concerning the poſſeſſions of the New Teſtament, 
- which is now in vogue and generally prevails. It will more- 
"ver be proper to conſider this matter at preſent, not oni 
a this is the firſt particular ſtory of the kind, which we have 
- yet met with in St. Matthew), but as it lies in all the three 


La 1 to be acended with the woſt. . 


be 
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des, upon every ſcheme of accounting for the poſſeions of of 
the New. Teſtament, 


The propoſition we ſhall lay down, is this, That all thoſe 
perſons, who in the New Teſtament, according to our tran- 
ſlation, are {aid to have been poſſeſſed with devils, were really 
no other than mad, melancholy, epileptic people; ſuch as 
3 were troubled with the falling-ſickneſs, convulſions, &c. And 
1s, it may perhaps be of ſervice here, if we remember what has 
he already been ſaid concerning the devil, when we explained 
ak our Loxp's temptation . But as it is not abſolutely need . 
ph ful in the caſe before us, we ſhall not here repeat any of it. 
We ſhall endeavour to prove and illuſtrate our Wwe by 
n- Wl the following obſervations. 


iſt. There is only one devil mentioned in all the Bi- 
g; ble: I know not that this has been taken notice of by any 
ed Wi one in accounting for the difficulties that attend the poſſeſſions; 
ad dut you may aſſure yourſelves that it is certainly true; and 
dat chat wherever you meet with the mention of more than one 
ted devil, in the Engliſh Bible, that it is manifeſtly and undoubt 
it Wedly wrong; it is the fault of our tranſlators; ſo that though 
ver Ive read in the Engliſh Teſtament, that a man was poſſeſſed 
ac- with devils, or with many devils, we know it could not poſ- 
ne, WW ſibiy be, and therefore when + the man faid he had a legion, 
ap- chat is, 6,666 devils, he either ſpoke falſe, or . one 9 
our N was crazed, or bad dot his fene. e 1 


2; eee the Bible only et 
ſo that one devil is not ſo much as once ſpoke of, in all the 
caſes of poſſeſſions af the New Teſtament: The devil is 
not once faid to poſſeſs any man. This is indeed very ſurpri- 
ing, when we conſider how general the notion does and has 
revailed, that the devil or devils actually entered into men; 
— . ah 1 aePix the 


1 


Matthew ir iv, 1. c 11. f Mark v. 9. Luke viii. 30. 
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den the New Teſtament; but the New Teſtament does not 
give, the leaſt hint of any ſuch thing: Our tranſlators had this 
wild and extravagant notion in their own heads, and they fa- 
thered it upon the New Teſtament, and have thus miſrepre- 
{ſented and diſgraced: revelation; but this is not the only in- 
ſtance in which revelation has ſuffered, by miſ-tranlating it, 
according to the weak, ſuperſtitious opinions which happened 
to prevail. All this is what learned men well know; and 
yet, by I know not what kind of prejudice, many of them 
earneſtly contend; that, according to the New Teftament, 
. devils poſſeſſed many; which one would ſcarce credit, did 
we not certainly know, that in many: inſtances, there is no- 
thing ſo weak, and ridiculous, which ſome learned men have 
not ſet themſelves earneſtly to defend. Io 


za. In the new Teſtament benen the devil, or devils, 
is faid/to poſſeſs. any man, it ſhould be rendered demon, or 
demons. Now demons were thought to be the ſouls of dead 
men. The heathens thought the fouls of the dead did fill the 
air, and had very conſiderable power and influence. over the 
living. Theſe ſouls they call'd demons, and imagined them to 


be the diſpenſers of good or evil upon earth. Now, not to 


take notice of the many ſubdiviſions, demons were divided in- 
to two general forts, good and bad; that there were good de- 
mons, when any man or woman, in the early ages of the world, 

had been the author of any uſeful invention, when they had 
been ſerviceable, or a bleſſing to their neighbours, or country; 
when a king or a queen had. reigned or governed well, after 
their death, they were had in reverence, and worſhip, was ad- 
dreſſed to them, as demons, or gods, or goddeſſes 3 and thus 
the heathen gods, or goddeſles, were ſuch as had lived uſe 
ful lives on earth, and were thought to diſpenſe bleſſings ak 
ter their departure, to inſpect and take care of human affairs; 
and accordingly prayers and Sacrifices were offered to them. 
IDexat —ä——— it is faid +, 
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| Paul ſeemed, to ſame of the Athenians, to be a ſetter forth of 
# ſtrange gods, (in the original it is demons,) becauſe he preach. 


ed to them, Jeſus and the reſurrection; they thought he was 
acquainting them with new demons, or ſouls of departed mens 
whom he would have them worſhip, Again “, in the lat- 
ter times ſome ſhall depart from the faith, giving heed ta 
doftrines of devils ; in the original it is demons. This is an 
exact deſcription of the practice of the papiſts, who wors- 
ſhip demons, or the fouls of departed men and women. 

Originally, and for a long time, none but the ſouls of good 
men were called demons ; for the moſt ancient writers ſpeak 
only of good demons, who were thought the diſpenſers of 
not only good, but evil, as puniſhments for the ſins of mor- 
tals; Hence they entertained a notion of evil demons, or 
the departed ſouls of wicked men, which only delighted and 
were employed in miſchief ; and from hence the word de- 
mans was, in latter writers, more uſually applied to the de- 
parted ſouls of wicked men: Thus Joſephus ſays expreſsly, 


that demons were the fouls of wicked men departed. It was 


thought not decent to aſcribe evil to good demons, and there- 
fore a new ſet of wicked demons were invented, 


8 * Whatſoever the ancients thought concerning either good 
or evil demons, it was mere imagination without any proof; 
they only fancied that theſe things were fo,- and we have 
no reaſon to take the word of idle, viſionary, ſuperſtitious 
people ; eſpecially as the ſcheme of demonalogy underwent 
more alterations than I have either time or inclination to men- 


tion. Firſt the demons were all good, then. both good and e- 


vil; afterwards they were thought to be evil; but all this is 
mere hypotheſis or opinion, without proof ; and therefore we 


- may juſtly be excuſed, if we believe not one word that is told 


us about - demons, or the ſouls of departed men, poſſeſſing 


any man upon earth. 


6 — — — — 


* 1 Timothy, iv. 1, 
3 a * 


( 44 ) 

sth. The notion that men were poſſeſſed by demons, or the 
fouls of men departed, aroſe in the ages of ignorance, when 
they could no otherwiſe account for madneſs, melancholy, 
the falling ſickneſs, &c. They thought theſe diſorders were 
not agreeable to the courſe of nature, they therefore attri- 
buted them to the demons ; and this notion was very much 
promoted by a ſet of cunning impoſtors, who went up and 
down, and picked money out of peoples pockets, by pre- 
tending that they could caſt out demons by charms, and 
many trifling ſuperſtitious tricks; thus the lying author of the 
apocryphal book of Tobit “ repreſents the angel ſaying to To- 
bias, touching the heart and liver, (of a fiſh), if a devil, or 
an evil ſpirit trouble any, we muſt make a ſmoak thereef, before 
the man or woman and the party ſhall be no more vexed F, 
Tobias took the Aſbes of the perfumes, and put the heart, and 
the liver of the fiſh thereupon, and made a ſmoak therewith, 
the which ſmell, when the evil ſpirit, ( Aſmodeus ) had fmelled, 
he fled into the uttermoſt parts of Egypt, and the angel bound 
him, This wicked ſtory we have frequently bound up with 
our Bibles; and it is ordered to be read in places of worſhip, 
for the benefit and edification of chriſtian people. By ſome 
fuch ridiculous arts as theſe: they made ignorant people be. 
lieve, they could drive demons away from lunatic, mad and 


epileptic perſons. 


6th. Even in ancient times, wife and knowing men did 
not believe one ſyllable about demons, or the ſouls of wicked 
men occaſioning diſorders. Hipocrates, whoſe name is the 
moſt famous of all others, for the knowledge of phyſick, 
was highly diſpleaſed, both with thoſe who believed demons, 
or departed fouls, poſſefſed the living and occaſioned” diſor- 
ders, and with thoſe juglers who pretended they could drive 
them away by charms and incantations: He declares, that 
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the ſymptoms of thoſe who were faid to be poſſeſſed by 
demons, were the ſame with thoſe that were obſerved in 
lunacy, madneſs, epilepſy, or the falling ſickneſs; and that 
they were to be removed by natural and known means and 
medicines, if the diſtempers were not got to too great a 
head for human kill : It has been obſerved that the Greeks 
and Latins, called the ſame perſons, promiſcuouſly, either 
poſſeſſed, er mad; and the ſame holds good in the new Teſta- 


ment g. 
7th. If devils or demons did not poſſeſs men and occaſion 


diſorders, (it may be aſked) how came the ſcriptures to make 
uſe of ſuch kind of language? We know that the ſcriptures 
uſed a figurative ſtile, extremely higher and bolder than 
we in theſe cold, northern countries allow ourſelves in; if 
therefore the ſcriptures have, frequently, figuratively aſcribed 
certain diſorders to imaginary beings, the ſame allowances 
muft be made to them that we always make to the writings 
of the ancient poets, when they repreſent the muſes, the gra- 
ces, the furies, faith, fortune, &c. as real perſons, and aſcribe 
perſonal actions and ſpeeches to them. When we ſpeak of 
St. Anthony's fire, we never in the leaſt imagine that the faint 
occaſions the diſorder; but when names of things are once 
fixed in common ule they are generally retained, though the 
opinions which gave riſe to them are found to be falſe. In- 
deed the ancient manner of ſpeaking is ſo very different from 
ours, that perſons of little or no learning can ſcarce con- 
ceive it, But I think the proper anſwer to this query, is 
what we hinted on Matthew viii. 16 f. 


Sth. ar eb ee e neee that de- 
mons, or the ſouls of departed men, poſſeſſed the living, and 
occaſioned diſorders, that they aſſert theſe demons to have 
no power at all, that they cannot do either good or hurt; 
and they are contemptibly called vanities and nothings. The 
heathen gods were ſuch as had lived upon earth, and were 


2 


: | $ Luke x, 9. + See Page 27, 28. oy 
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afterwards worſhipped ; now theſe Gods had not that power 
and government, their votaries aſcribed to them; and there- 
fore the ſcripture properly calls them vanities and nothings 5. 
| All the gods of the nations are Idols; the Septuagint have it 
demons, or the ſouls of men; but becauſe theſe departed fouls 
have no power or authority, and can neither do good nor 
harm; they are, in the original Hebrew, juſtly called vanities ; 
but they would be improperly called nothings, if they could 
really..inflift grievous diforders: We may therefore conclude 
according to the ſcriptures, that thoſe heathen gods, demons, 
or the ſouls of departed men, could not cauſe diſorders. 
The ſame thing is ſaid by St. Paul |, The Gentiles facrifice 
ro devils; (in the original it is to demons, to the ſouls of dead 
men). 4, and, that the Idols, or demons, are nothing; they have 
no power or authority; they can do neither good nor hurt. 


From theſe obſervations, I think we are at full liberty to 
underſtand only madneſs, lunacy, the falling ſickneſs, &c. 
when we read of devils, demons, or the ſouls of dead men, 

poſſeſſing the living. 


If we bear the ſenſe of - theſe obſervations upon our minds, 
the interpretation of the paſſage now before us, will not be 
difficult, and the OY paraphraſe any be very much 
ſhortened. | 

Mat. viii. verſe 28. Our Lord having appeaſed the ſtorm 
ſoon arrived at the oppoſite ſhore, which + was over againſt 
Galilee, in the country of the Gergeſenes; “ Mark and Luke 
ſay it was the country of the Gadarenes; but they are eaſily 
reconciled, by ſuppoſing Gadara to have been a particular 
town, or part of the region, or country, of the Gergeſenes: 
The region of the Gergeſenes was probably the ancient 


country of the Girgaſhites, which fell to the lot of one of 
the half tribes of Manaſſeh: D upon our Lord's 


6 Palm xcvi, 5. = Cor. x. 20, t Verſe 19. f + Luke vüi. 29. 
* Mark v. 1. and Luke viii. 26. 
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toming to land, he was met by two mad men; ;"+ Mark and 
Luke only mention one mad man, of Gadara ; but there is 
no inconſiſtency in this, ſome of the Evangeliſts having fre- 
quently omitted, or not given us, ſome things ſo fully as 
others; and the great advantage of having four Goſpels, is, 
85 one gives us what another does not, or helps us to 


Mark and Luke only mention one mad-man, might be, that 
one was more fierce and more terrible than the other; or 
perhaps a perſon of ſome note and diſtinction, ang particu- 
larly he only, after the cure, deſired to be with Jefus |: His 
hiſtory therefore they have only recorded. Theſe mad men 
were ſo exceedingly diſordered, being grown worſe by the 
long continuance of their diſtemper +, that they tore off 
their cloaths, went quite naked, and they could not be kept 
in the town, or in any houſe, (there being ſome caſes of 
madneſs, in which nothing is more affliting to the diſordered 


perſon than company) but they roved about in deſart and 


mountainous places, and in the ſepulchres of the dead; and 
they were ſo exceeding fierce that they were become. a ter- 
ror to thoſe parts, ſo that now none durſt come near them |. 
They had often heen fettered and chained, but no ordi- 
nary. fetters and chains would hold them, ſo great was the 
ſtrength they exerted ; and being broke from their eonfi- 


nement, they rambled about in deſart places, and in the 
tombs, and now none could. come at them, or durſt at- 


tempt to tame and ſubdue them. The tombs in which theſe 
mad men had their habitation, were nothing like thoſe in 
our church-yards, in cities and towns, but were uſvally little 
cells, cut in the ſides and hollow parts of rocks and moun- 


. tains, at ſome diſtance from the towns, and in Jonely defart 


places : The ſepulchre of our Lord was hewn out of a 
rock in mount Calvary: Such tombs remain fo this day in 
Judea, as travellers tell us; and Joſephus ſpeaks of ſame 


® Mark v. 2. nd Ces viii. 27. { Mark v. 18. Luke viii. 38. 
+ Luke vil, 27, | Mark v. 4. Luke viii: 29. 


erent circumſtances of the ſame ſtory. The reaſon why 


ſuch | 
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ſach, near the place where theſe mad-men were. And as to 
its being difficult to take and confine them, Herod had no 
ealy taſk, even with an army, to deſtroy a ſet of robbers, 
who had lodged themſelves in ſuch tombs, and caves of moun- 
tains, The mad men might here eaſily ſubſiſt, as John Bap- 
tilt did, on locuſts and wild boney ; and Joſephus tells that he 
lived in the wilderneſs, when young, for 3 years on what grew 
wild and without culture *. Theſe unhappy men, frighting all 
others from them, and having none on whom to exert their rage, 
they fell foul upon themielves, making a terrible, howling noiſe, 
miſerably cutting their own fleſh with ſharp ſtones +. It is 

not told us how long they had been diſordered ; probably 
before their madneſs, they might have ſeen Jeſus, for he had 
travelled all about their country +; and during their diſor- 
der, eſpecially i in their lucid intervals, they might frequently 
have heard of his fame, and divine power: As ſoon therefore 
as they eſpied him at a conſiderable diſtance, they ran to him, 
and fell proſtrate before him; and though they had broke the 
fetters and chains, with which their friends had bound them, 
yet thinking that Jeſus might be too ſtrong for them, and 
- dreading, and eſteeming it a great torment, to be confined 

as they had been, they give Jeſus good words. 


Verſe 29th. 6 We own you to be the Son of God, di- 
 vinely commiſſioned, and aſſiſted by the moſt high; and as you 
and we have no concern with each other, we beſeech you 
for God's ſake, that you would not offer to vex and torment 
us, by binding and confining us, as our friends have done ; art 
thau come hither to torment us before the time ? The proper 
meaning of theſe words may be, are you come thus unſea- 
bonably, to torment us by binding us ſooner than the courſe 
of our diſorder would bring our torment upon us ? But we 
need not ſtay exactly to ſettle the — of mad men ; how- 


bs „ See Life of Joſephus + Mark v. wi 1 Matthew iv. 25. 
Lake viu, 28. Mark v. 7. 


however 
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kowever this we may venture to ſay, towards explaining the 
mad men's meaning, that there is nothing more grievous and 
tormenting than company, to ſome who are diſordered in 
their ſenſes. Our Lord had, even before they had done diſ- 
courſing with him, commanded the unclean- /pirit to come 
out *; which was nothing more than ſpeaking in the language 
of the country; and this is a ſufficient proof that the ſtory is 
not to be underſtood literally; for if our Lord only commands 
ed onedevil, demon;. or evil ſpirit, to come out, when there 
were a legion, or upwards of 6,600 in the men, our Lord 
would really have done them no ſervice f. Our Lord; 
then perhaps addreſſing himfelf only to one of the madmen, 
alked him, What is thy Name ? Like a true madman, that 
had perfectly loſt his ſenſes, he anſwered, My name is legion; 
the unhappy wretch was ſo far gone in his diſtemper, that 
he thought he had got upwards of fix thouſand ſix hundred 
devils or demens in him. We are told by the author of the 
inquiry into the meaning of demons in the New Teſtament, 
that he himſelf met with a woman, who told him of num- 
bers of devils in her; and conſiſtent with that principle, ſhe 
told him what this or that particular devil faid, and what 
they deſired to be done; and ſhe aſked him if he did not 
hear or ſee the devils. The man goes on in a ſtrain of 
madneſs, and fearing that, Jeſus would force him inte ſome 
other country, deſired that he would permit him to 
where he was; and as there is nothing too abſurd for a mad- 
man either to think or ſay, he deſires that Jeſus would not 
drown him, or caſt him into the ſea 7. 


verſe 30. It happened, at this time, that a numerous herd 
of ſwine was feeding on the ſide of the mountain Cloſe to | 
the ſea. | 
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71 Mark v. 8. & Luke viii. 29. 7 Nack v. 9. & Kr viii. 50. 
I Mark v. 10. and Luke vill, 31. 0 
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© verſe 31. The madman caſting his eyes upon. theſe 
wine and being himſelf a Jew, and knowing that ſwine were 
prbidden to the Jews: and likewiſe according to the notion 

t prevailed, thinking himſelf poſſeſſed with demons, he 
hadly aſked Jeſus, that the demons might enter into the 


Verſe 32. Jefus being willing to humour the madman whilſt 
be cured him, faid, Go. The mad-men were gradually cured ; 
and whether it was, that the ſwine were frighted by ſome fran- 
tic actions of the madmen, whilſt Jeſus was curing them, and 
being on the ſide of a mountain, they, in their fright, eaſily 
tumbled down the mountain and were drowned in the fea 3 
or perhaps ſome may not be unwilling to ſuppoſe that Jeſus, 
to punifh the Jews for keeping ſwine, contrary both to the 
law of God and their king Hyrcanus, cauſed the ſwine to be 
ſeized with the madneſs of the two men, which turning them 
giddy, they violently ruſhed from the fide of the mountain 
into the ſea and were choaked. Thus this caſe will be nearly 
the fame, as when the leproſy of Naaman clave to Gehazi $ 
Mark [| ſays, the ſwine were about 2,000. 


Verſe 33. The Faine-keepers being frighted : at their 
ſtrange and preat loſs, ran in all haſte into the town, and 
informed the inhabitants of the cure of the madmen, and the 
deftruttion of the ſwine. This made the miracle public. . 


. Verſe 34. Upon this multitudes flocked out of the town *; 
od came to the place were Jeſus was; and they ſaw one or 
both the madmen, lying in humble thankfulneſs, at the 
feet of Jeſus: They even ſaw him, in whom madneſs had 
prevailed fo far that he imagined he had a legion of demons 
in him, perfectly ſober, and in his right mind, and.likewiſe 
now decently cloathed : : This _— filled them with __ 


ry 2 Kings v. 27. | Mark v. 13: * Mark v. 14. 15. 16. 17. 
Luke viii. 35. 36. 37. 
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and holy n they then received perfect information, from 
thoſe who had been preſent, of all the particulars of the cure 
of the mad-men, and the deſtruction of the ſwine; and tho? 


from what had happened, they could not but be ſenſible that 


Jeſus was divinely aſſiſted, yet being more affected with the 
loſs of the ſwine, than religiouſly and 'piouſly impreſſed 
with the divine miracle that was wrought; and fearing 
that Jeſus tight take occaſion to puniſh them miraculouſly 
with ſome other loſs, they deſired him earneſtly to depart 
out of their coaſts: Thus they were willing to deprive 


S themſelves of the benefit of his inſtruftions, and other af- 


ited perſons of a miraculous cure from him. Jeſus, not be- 
ing forward at forcing himſelf, his inſtructions and miracles, 
upon thoſe who ſo lightly eſteemed them, immediately returned 
into the boat and ſailed back f. As ſoon as Jeſus was re- 
turned into the boat, one (perhaps both) of the mad men 
came to Jeſus, and earneſtly intreated, that he might go 
along with him, poſſibly fearing leſt if he was ſeperated from 
Jefus his diſorder might return, and being deſirous to enjoy 
the advantage ef his converſation and inſtruction: However, 
it not being agreeable to the uſual cuſtom of Jeſus, oſten- 
tatiouſly to carry about with him thoſe on whom he had per- 
formed cures, he would not grant the man his requeſt ; but he 
ſent him back with this direction, go home to your friends 
and acquaintance, who know the miſerable condition in 
which 1 found you, and let them know how God has had 
compaſſion on you, and has graciouſly relieved you; and 
your preſence with them muſt be a ſtanding memorial, of 
the grace and mercy of God: The general reaſons, why 
Chriſt ordered thoſe on whom he wrought miracles to con- 
ceal them, were, his modeſty, and that he might not give 
Umbrage to the civil government, by collecting a crowd 
about him; as theſe reaſons did not hold here, in this caſe 
he bids the man publiſh the miracle, for the glory of God; 
for it could Dn ney: to * mi 
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racle when he himſelf was in another country, and when che 
man was ordered to mention it to the glory of God; and 
he could not offend againſt the civil government of Judea, by 
the mention of a ſingle miracle in another country, when 
he himſelf was not preſent : Beſides, the inhabitants ſeemed 
little diſpoſed to collect in crowds about him, ſo as to raiſe 
ſuſpicions in the civil government, much leſs would they do 
ſo whilſt he was abſent; nay, they ſeem as if they would 
rather have forcibly driven him from them, than have diſtur- 


bed the civil government in his favour; indeed this man be- 


ing there preſent, and publiſhing this miracle, might gra. 
dually abate the prejudices of the people, and diſpoſe them 
in due time for receiving the Goſpel. According to Jeſus's 
command the man publiſhed the miracle in the town, and | 
in all the region of Decapolis ; fo that all who heard of it 
were aſtoniſhed, and could net help being convinced ne 
the divine power of Jeſus. 


We ſhall now proceed to a few remarks; and, 1ſt. I think ; 
we may now appeal to every attentive perſon, whether the in- | 
terpretation we have given, or that which is commonly re- 
ceived, concerning demons, is the true one. I will not pre- 
tend to fay, that there are no objections againſt the interpre- 
tation that has been propoſed ; but I think the general account 
of the riſe of the langnage uſed in caſes of ſuppoſed poſſeſſions, 
and the occaſion of its becoming common, may be abſolutely 
"depended upon; ſo that no great ſtreſs ſhould be laid on our 
not being able to give a ſatisfactory interpretation of every 
word or ſentence; for the minds of the antients were pretty 
much confuſed upon theſe things; it is therefore, not to be 
wondered at, if we often do not perfectly underſtand their | 
words; and as the accounts we haye of theſe things are left 
us by thoſe, who believed that devils, Demons, or the ſouls 
of dead men, poſſeſſed others, it is not at all ſtrange, that 
they ſhould ſpeak of theſe things, in language very fayourable 
to their opitiions; though I think that abundant proof has 
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been offered, that thoſe opinions were built upon very falſe 
grounds: But there are great and inſuperable difficulties on 
the literal interpretation: If the man had a legion of devils 


in him, how came our Lord only to command ane to come 


out? 80 great iadeed are the difficulties of the literal ſenſe, that 
a certain right reverend Prelate, in anſwering the objections 
of a deiſt, very lately ſufficieatly expoſed himſelf; his lordſhip 
computed how many Roman ſoldiers made a legion; then 
he found the number of devils that he thought entered 


into the 2, 000 {wine ; he farther calculated that more than 


three, but not quite four devils, entered into every hog; the 


| neceſſary conſequence of which was, that ſome of the devils 
were to be ſplit into two or more parts, that every hog 
might have its due proportion (of devils.) If I was diſpoſed 
= to laugh at, and to ridicule this part of the New Teſtament 
hiitory, I would endeavour to imitate the biſhop: If his lord- 
Ws ſhip had but been aware, that it was poſlible for a mad man 
c ſpeak falſely or fooliſhly, it would have been of no diſſer · 


vice to his reputation with wiſe and conſiderate perſons. | 


24. I think the interpretation we have laid down gives us 
a more amiable and honourable view of God, and his provi- 
dence, than the common opinion about poſſeſſions. Neither the 


devil, nor the fouls of wicked men, have power to hurt us, 


or to inflict diſorders upon us. Whatever diſorders we, or 
any of our fellow creatures, at any time labour under, they 
proceed from God, who is the gracious and indulgent father 
of mankind ; and he corrects us in compaſſion and in mea- 


ſure, as one who while he puniſhes us is concerned for our 


welfare and happineſs: And is not this more agreeable to 
us, as well as more honourable to God, than to ſuppoſe 
that the devil, and evil ſpirits, have power to torment us; 


| who in convulling, agonizing, torturing, and rending us, can 


be ſuppoſed to have no other end in view, than the wreaking 
of their malice.. Let us therefore rejoice that we are in the 
bands of God, for his mercies are great, | 


1 3d. The 


feſted and his actions were equally miraculous upon this, 


| poſſeſſed with devils, or 'demens. Whether there are at all 


_ felled with "devils, we muſt give that opinion up, con- 


_ afflicted in like manner, and the ſymptoms of both are the 


689 
zd. The divine power of our Lord was equally: mani- 


as upon the common Interpertation. Our Lord performed 
miracles upon thoſe who were diſordered, whatever was the 
occaſion of their diſorders. Some may think it an honour 
to have the devils bow down to him, and to confeſs him; 
but the queſtion is not, what would be an honour to Chriſt, 
but what was really the caſe; and as I think we have proved, 
that devils were not here at all concerned, we ſhould not 
aſcribe to Chriſt the honour of their confeſſions, which do 
not at all belong to him. Chriſt has too much real glory and 
honour belonging to him, to be beholden to that which was 
feigned : Beſides, I imagine it wonld rather have been a dif- 
grace than an honour, to have had the devils fall reverently 
before him; this would have given too much room to ſuſpect, 
that at the bottom there was an agreement betwixt them. How - 
ever, a very great and divine miracle was wroüght in curing 
the mad men, which may eaſily anfwer all the ends of miracles, 
at leaſt as well as if devils had been actually concerned. 


4th. From what hath been ſaid, we ſee how eaſy it is to 
give an anſwer to thoſe who aſk, how it came to paſs that 
we read of more perſons poſſeſſed with devils, in our Savi- 
ours time, than before or ſince ? The real tate of the caſe 
appears to be this that none were either then, before, or fince 


ro om On Hs os E 


times an equal number of mad people, we cannot ſay; but 
T believe, if Jeſus Chriſt was now to travel thro' England 
there would: more ſuch perſons be preſented to him for 
a cure,” than we read of in all the Goſpels; and except 
we ſuppoſe the people ſo diſordered at preſent, to be poſ- 


cering the perſons mentioned in the Goſpels; for they are 
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ſame, as we ſhall' be fully convinced, if we do but attend 
to the deſcription of lunacy or madneſs, which was aſcribed 
to 


C WJ 


to demons; as given us by an ancient phyſician, Celſus {, 
« [t appears in different ſhapes ſome are merry, ſome are fad, 
ſome are eaſily kept within bounds and are only mad in their 
words; others are furious and outrageous; and of theſe. 
ſome only offend in uſing violence, others apply arts, and 
look and act as if they were in their ſenſes, only to duch 
an opportunity of doing miſchief ; the difference betwixt them 

is diſcovered in the event.” Are not theſe the ſame ſmproms 
that are now common among us? 
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zth. We may learn not to diſturb hene, with any vain, 
ſuperſtitious fears, of the devil, or of evil ſpirits. We are 
not ſubject to any malicious powerful beings: The Lord 
God omnipotent, only reigns, whoſe tender mercies are over 
all his works. This conſideration ſhould fill us with eaſe and 
rranquility; otherwiſe we do not give God the honour that 
is due to him; we do not repoſe that confidence in his 
W providence, which his wiſdom and — yall n 
from us. 1 - Pg 25468 


6th. How unfeignedly thankful ſhould we be, for being 
preſerved in our right minds: And how compaſſionate towards 
thoſe who are otherwiſe. We can no way better expreſs our 
chaakfulneſs for, and our ſenſe of, the value of having our 
health and our reaſon continued to us, than by carefully pre» 
paring for our latter end, by a life of uſeful virtue; for we 
know not how ſoon death may overtake us, and put an e, 
to life and health; or if life is continued to us, our health 
may be enfeebled, or our reaſon diſturbed; when we ſhall be 
utterly incapable of rational ſervice or imptovment. 1 ſhould 
be very far from aſſerting, that any ſhall be called to accu 
for the time in which they are deprived of their reaſon ; H 
ever, it muſt be owned, that during the alienation of our mllds; 
we can make no progreſs in our qualification for future 
neſs; ſo that we cannot be too thankful for the continuance 
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of health, and the due uſe of our reaſonable powers; and 
we cannot treat with too much tenderneſs thoſe who are 
unable properly to apply r intelle®t ual ha e and 
2 Rs: Ip 


mth. Whereas it . _ thought range that our - Lord 


ſhould; do the Gadarenes ſo great an injury, as to deſtroy 


about: 2,000 of their ſwine, let it be obſerved; that our Lord's 
miracles and conduct were generally benevolent, ſo that an 
inſtance or two, as this, and the figtree (which docs not come 
under preſent conſideration) ſeemingly otherwiſe, ought not to 
be urged as objections; beſides, if, as is not at-all improba- 
ble, the ſwine were frighted into the ſea, by the frantic actions 
of the madmen. why ſhould our Lord be blamed for this? 
But if his cauſing the madneſs of the men to paſs into the 
ſwine was the occaſion of their being ſuffocated, I then ſay, 
that it is very likely theſe madmen, and the greateſt part of 
the people about Gadara, were Jews; for our Lord would 
ſcarce have gone amongſt them if they had not been Jews, 
his perſonal miniſtry being confined to them; ſo we find, that 
for fear of giving offence to the Jews, it was with difficulty he 
was perſuaded to work a miracle for a Syrophenician, or gen- 
tile woman. Gadara had been before Herod's time, and was 
indeed. now, a part of the province of Syria, but during 
Herod's reign it had belonged to Judea, (the Roman emperor 
Auguſtus having made him a preſent of it,) when it was ſtock- 


un Jews; who {till remained there. And as it was not 


l for them to have any thing to do with fwine, both ac- 
cording to the appointment of God, and their king Hyrcan- 
bur Lord being a prophet divinely commiſſioned might 


_— " juſtly inflit this puniſhment upon them; eſpecially, as there 


Sno way of puniſhing them for their crime in this world; 


eig not liable to the cenſures of the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, 


ceunt of the change of their civil government; not 


4 —tbat the perverſe temper be now ſaw to be in them 
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gch. How deſtructive to the ſouls of men is an undue at- 


tachment to riches. Becauſe our Lord had been the occaſion 
of ſome temporal detriment to the Gadarenes, they are will- 
ing to deprive themſelves of all the advantages of his divine 
inſtructions and miracles ; they pray him to depart out of 
their Coaſts ; he went; and we never read that they were fa- 
voured again with his preſence, Let it be our concern, that 
the cares of this world, and the deceitfulneſs of riches, do 
not prevent the influence of thoſe divine inſtructions with 
which we are favoured, ſince this would be in Effect to ſay 
to God, depart from us, &c. s 


gth. We have here a freſh and remarkable inſtance of the 
modeſty of our Lord. Agreeable to his general freedom 
from vanity and oſtentation, he would not permit the cured 


madmen to be with him; and he orders him to tell his 


friends, that it was God that had had compaſſion on him, and 
had done great things for him, Our Lord aſſumed none of 
the good he did to himſelf, but aſcribed all to God. How 


much mare ſhould we do the ſame? Since we have the { f 


power and the means of doing good, all from God. 


What has been in general ſaid about poſſeſſions, I would 
not have nnderſtood as a matter of indifference, curioſity, 


n —_—* #. 
* 2 6 


or novelty ; but as a matter of importance; as what will | 


give us more juſt and honourable ideas of God, free us frail 
numberleſs vain and idle ſuperſtitions; and enable ud 
read the ſcriptures with leſs confuſion, and more pins 
and improvement, bo 


ERRATA. - 
PAGE 4. line 30. for imoprtant, read important. Pag 
I. 30. for viii. read vi. Page 6. I. 37. for hire, read 


Page 13.1. 25. for onr read our, Page 15. I. 2. in the N 


1 Chron. 1. read 1 Chron. xxi. 1. Page 17. l. 21. for ſeemi read 1 


ſeemingly. Page 19. 1. 5. for 39. read 9. Page 22, | 280 
after jon, Page 25. laſt line, for thoſe, read judge, P 


32. for hurt read hurt. Page 48. I. 6. for tells rea 
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